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TO  THE 

EARL  of  SHELBURNE,  m. 


I N  addreffing  your  Lordfhip  I  mean  to 
be  underftood  to  addrefs  as  well  the  Ad- 
miniftration  of  Ireland  as  that  of  Great 
Britain.  I  do  it  with  the  greater  confi- 
dence, that  as  the  clearnefs,  the  fulnefs 
and  decilion  of  your  conduct  are  a  fliield 
to  you  againrl  every  poffible  doubt  on  the 
jpart  of  Ireland,  they  are  a  fecurity  to  me 
againft  every  poffible  mifconception  upon 
your  part.  If  the  line  of  filent  unanimity 
judicioufly  recommended  from  the  Trea- 
fury  Bench,  on  Wednefday  laft,  had  been 
followed,  I  mould  not  now  trouble  your 
Lordfhip,  fully  confcious  that  things  could 
not  be  better  than  well.  But  when  at- 
tempts have  been  made  to  treat  the  folemn 
Voice  of  the  nation  as  the  outcry  of  private 
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views  or  partial  diicdntentj  when  it  has 
been  ferioufly  advanced,  that  to  fatisfy  the 
conftitutional  requisition  of  the  people  of 
Ireland  is  to  infult  the  conftitutional  par- 
liament of  Ireland ;  when  every  principle 
of  argument  has  been  tortured  to  pervert 
a  meafure  as  dignified  as  it  is  juft,  as  re- 
fpedlful  as  it  is  refpectable  •  in  a  word,  to 
difprove  the  neceffity  of  the  meafure,  in 
order  to  arraign  the  patrons  of  it  \  it  then 
becomes  the  duty  of  every  man,  but  moil: 
of  all  of  me,  from  the  early  warning  I  gave 
to  Ireland,  of  the  neceiTity  of  further  ex- 
planation, to  bear  tefiimony  to  it;  a  tefti- 
mony  which  Ireland  has  already  confirmed 
by  a  majority  in  effect  more  than  tanta- 
mount to  unanimity.  I  truft  I  need  not 
apprize  your  Lcrdihip,  I  do  not  ftand  forth 
to  iuftjfv  you  and  vcur  colleagues  in  office. 

J  J    J  J  o 

Did  the  circumftance  require  it,  you  could 
not  be  at  a  lofs  for  mere  able  advocates. 
My  fole  object  is  to  mew  that  the  requiri- 
tion  of  further  explanation  is  the  requisi- 
tion not  of  faction,  but  of  wifdom;  that 
it  is  the  vox  populi  of  Ireland,  that  is  to 
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fay,  the  verdict  of  folid  fenfe,  found  prin- 
ciple, and  unbiafTed  judg  ment;  but  wiien 
truth  and  reafon  on  the  one  part  meet  with 
juftice  cn  the  other,  the  defence  of  the  one 
is  the  j  unification  of  both.  Did  any  man 
heretofore  imagine  he  entertained  a  doubt 
of  the  infufliciency  of  the  repeal  of  the  6  th 
of  Geo.  i  ft,  as  a  renunciation  in  ioto  of  the 
claim  and  exercife  of  legiflation,  the  cjuef- 
tion  put  on  Wednefday  laft  to  Mr.  Secre- 
tary Townfliend,  by  a  gentleman  high 
in  eftablimed  profefiiorial  character  %  no 
longer  leaves  it  in  the  power  of  fuch  a  man 
to  deceive  himfelf  or  to  attempt  to  delude 
other  men.  The  learned  gentleman  deured 
to  be  informed  by  ths  Treafury  Bench, 
whether  or  no  it  is  the  intention  of  admini- 
Jlratioji  to  give  up  the  fuper  intending  power  of 
the  Br  it  ifb  Parliament,  to  make  laws  bind- 
ing upon  Ireland  at  ail  times,  and  in  every  po/f- 
ble  or fnppojable  cafe  that  can  arije?  A  ques- 
tion which  contains  a  code  of  illufrraiion , 
It  ipeaks  conviction  to  every  man  who  h- 
not  loft  to  candor.  A  qucilion,  which  I 
do  confefs,  prima  Jade,  fAl$d  my  mind 

*  Mr.  M'Ponald, 
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with  diiguit,  but  which  has  upon  reflec- 
tion imprelied  me  with  veneration  for  the 
author  cf  it;  a  veneration  not  to  be  fur- 
parTed  or  equalled,  fave  only  by  that  which 
the  reply  excited  in  my  breart.  Mr.  Se- 
cretary Townlhend's  anfwer  wis,  Our  meet- 
ing is  for  ever  to  ejiablife  the  exclufive  compe- 
tency of  the  IriJJ:  Parliament  over  Ireland  in 
matters  of  leg:.:.::::n,  at  all  times ,  and  in  eve- 
ry  pofjible  and fuppo fable  cafe  that  can  arife*. 

However  accultomed  I  may  be  to  the 
voice  of  bold  alfertion,  the  charge  of  pre- 
cipitation in  this  great  fyftematic  proceed- 
ing did,  I  confefs,  aftcnifli  me:  the  retort 
would  indeed  have  been  in  point. 

To  recal  st  a  moment's  warning,  and  at 
a  delicate  period,  yet  under  no  preffure  of 
circuinitance,  the  chief  governor  of  a  great 
and  important  country,  who  by  the  weli- 
poiled  exerciie  of  moderation  and  authority 
iiad  already  euablimed  private  and  public 
refpecft,  was,  as  I  conceive,  an  act  of  pre- 

*  Such  Was  the  qisefiion  put  by  Mr.  M'Dor.ald,  afoid 
iuch  the  arnver  made  by  Mr.  Secretary  Tounmend, 
[cuchuig  legiflation,  io  far  as  my  underline  in g  did  ena- 
ble me  to  collett  them 

cipitation* 
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cipitation.  To  replace  him  by  a  fucceflbr 
who,  from  the  nature  of  things,  muft  be 
totally  unacquainted  with,  and  unknown 
to  that  country,  was,  as  I  conceive,  another 
act  of  precipitation. 

To  anticipate  enquiry,  by  anticipating 
even  the  arrival  of  that  noble  Duke  was, 
I  conceive,  a  third  act  of  precipitation. 

To  throw  government  and  the  kingdom 
without  referve  into  the  arms  of  a  fmgle 
individual  however  popular  in  his  perfon 
or  captivating  in  his  talents*  thus  narrow- 
ing  the  great  national  bafis"  to  the  faculties 
of  one  man,  expofing,  I  may  fay,  the  Em- 
pire to  all  the  confequences  of  poffible  in- 
difcretion,  confidence,  want  of  legal  know- 
ledge, political    ability,    or   conftancy  of 
mind.    To  fubmit  to  the  peremptory  man- 
date of  a  fhort  day  from  that  individual 
whofe  omnipotence,  they  well  knew,  hung 
upon  their  own  nod,  thus  precluding  the 
voice  of  the  nation  at  large  ;  that  wifdom 
which  is  ever  the  refult  of  deliberation, 
that  truth  which  derives  from  oppofed  opi- 
nions ;  thefe  it  muft  be  acknowledged  were 
acts  of  precipitation, 

Ta 
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To  c&U  ubon  the  Parliament  cff  Ireland 
on  the  17th  of  April  to  ftate  at  the  inftant 
all  her  grievances  ;  to  tell  the  Commons  of 
Ireland  upon  the  27th  cf  May,  that  they 
muft  decide  upon  the  moment ;  that  they 
were  already  at  the  ratification  of  the  trea- 
ty 3  when  the  King's  Minifters,  the  Britifh 
Parliament,  and  the  King's  reprefentative 
had  but  two  hours  before  told  both  Lords 
and  Commons  from  the  Throne,  they  were 
only  at  the  preliminaries  of  the  treaty ; 
•thus  transferring  the  ultimatum  Ireland  had 
given  in  with  refpect  to  the  meafure  of  her 
grievances,  to  the  meafure  of  fecurity  to 
which  me  had  not  tied  herfelf  down  ;  vain- 
ly endeavouring,  by  arbitrary  conftructuon, 
on  the  28  th  of  May,  to  defeat  the  great  end 
and  fpirit  of  the  proportions  of  the  17th 
of  April.  1 — To  affect  to  wind  up  upon  the 
faith  of  nations  a  £reat  conftitutional  ar- 
fkngemfent  between  two  fifter  kingdoms, 
conftiiuting  one  and  the  fame  Empire ; 
to  wind  it  up  upon  the  faith  of  nations,  in 
other  v  :>r$s,  upon  the  faith  of  arms,  leav- 
ing the  line  of  conftruclion  vague,  the  lines 

of 
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of  claim  and  difavowal  equivocal,  the  mea- 
fure  of  fecurity  unafcertained.  Thus  add- 
ing the  ftimulus  of  perfonal  qui  vive  to 
the  national  fufceptibility  of  Britifh  pride 
and  Irifh  jealoufy  ! — Ireland,  thus  furprif- 
ed,  baffled,  and  deferted,  cried  out  in  a 
maze  of  diffraction,  doubt  and  horror ;  if 
this  be  not  confummate  precipitation,  it  is 
confummate  deep  defign. 

I  will  pafs  over  the  rafh  and  weak  mea- 
fure  of  railing  five  fencible  regiments 
as  infulting  in  its  avowed  object,  as  dif- 
proportioned  to  its  occult  purpofes ;  un- 
lefs  indeed  its  effential  purpofe  was  there- 
by to  eftablilh  at  once  a  precedent  and 
chain  of  collufion,  under  the  {hadow  of 
which,  the  efficient  Minifter  might  ex- 
ercife  the  authority  of  the  executive  to 
the  exclufion  of  the  fuperintending  con- 
troul  of  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  over 
the  encreafe  of  the  military  eftablifliment 
for  Ireland,  to  the  exclufion  of  the  fuper- 
intending controul  of  the  Parliament  of 
Great  Britain  over  the  encreafe  of  the  ml- 

B  Ufary 
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litary  eftablifhment  throughout  the  reft 
E      1  pi  r  e. 

Were  I  to  extend  my  views  to  the 
arbitrary  ufe  which  was  made  of  the 
executive  upon  other  fubjects,  I  could  ef- 
tiblifh  the  charge  of  precipitation  upon 
proof  of  reverfal  *.  But  I  fhall  be  told  we 
are  not  to  judge  of  the  man  by  his  mea- 
fures,  but  of  the  meafures  by  the  man.  I 
will  fubfcribe  to  the  doctrine  ;  for  to  be 
juft,  I  do  not  confider  the  noble  Duke  the 
author  of  thofe  things  which  were  prac- 
ticed under  colour  of  his  authority.  My 
only  complaint  affecting  that  noble  Duke 
is,  that  having  taken  on  the  facred  truft  of 
reprefentative  of  his  Sovereign,  he  did  not 
for  ever  keep  before  his  eyes  that  facred 
maxim  in  law  :  "  That  a  delegated  power 
may  not  fnff  'er  delegation."  The  doubts  of 
Ireland  did  not  then  (as  is  pretended) 
arife  from  change  of  Minifters,  but  from 

*  The  tranfaction  refpefling  the  Pofl- Office  of  Ireland 
is  a  matter  of  fuch  notoriety,  that  it  is  as  unnecefTary  as  it 
would  be  indelicate  to  dwell  upon  this  point. 

change 
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change  of  men,  of  principles,  and  of  con- 
dud:-  Her  doubts  are  founded  on  their 
abdication  of  themfelves,  not  of  their  of- 
fice, upon  their  departure  from  their  own 
profeflions. — I  will  not  deceive  your  Lcrd- 
fhip ;  Ireland  is  too  able  a  Minifier  to 
trouble  herfelf  who  are  or  who  are  not  the 
Minifters.  The  hon.  gentleman  now 
knows  it  full  well.  And  therein  confifls 
the  furn  of  her  offending. 

The  next  affertion  is,  that  the  repeal 
of  the  6th  of  Geo.  ift  was  accepted  by 
the  unanimous  voice  of  the  Irifh  Parlia^ 
ment  as  a  full  completion  of  the  pro- 
portions of  the  17th  of  April,  and  in 
full  fatisfadiion  of  all  their  withes  ; 
in  fupport  of  which  affertion  a  partial 
paragraph  was  partially  ftated  out  of  the 
addrefs  of  the  Irifh  Houfe  of  Commons. 
But  the  hon.  Gentleman  who  made  the 
affertion  e'er  he  can  eftablifh  it  miift  firfl 
fucceed  in  reforming  the  Britiih  conftitu- 
tion  by  virtually  abolifliing  one  of  the  bo- 
dies of  the  legiflature.  Had  he  condefcend- 
gd  as  a  matter  of  form  when  in  office  to  caft 
B  2  hi* 
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his  eyes  upon  the  addrefs  of  the  Irifh  Houfe 
of  Lords,  he  would  have  found  a  living 
record  in  direct  contradiction  to  his  affer- 
tion  in  point  of  fact,  that  Houfe  hav- 
ing at  my  humble  inftigation  adopted  an 
amendment  exprefsly  and  avowedly  cal- 
culated to  keep  the  fubjecl:  open  to  that 
final  explanation,  which  is  now  about  to 
take  place.  It  is  worthy  attention,  that 
the  amendment  to  which  I  allude  is  to  be 
found  in  the  correlative  fentence  in  the  Ad- 
drefs of  the  Lords,  to  that  which  the  horn 
gentleman  quoted  from  the  Addrefs  of  the 
Commons. 

Another  afiertion  is,  that  :he  requifition 
of  further  explanation  muit  be  a  trick. 
It  cannot  be  at  this  day  the  voice  of  Ire- 
land, becaufe  it  originated  with  a  few,  at 
that  day  unavowed  by  the  people,  difa- 
yowed  by  government,  in  conftruction  of 
influence  men  of  obfeure  low  eftate.  I 
could  adduce  a  precedent  in  point,  but 
the  hon.  gentleman  who  made  the  alfertion 
might  perhaps  call  the  precedent  itfelf 
a  trick  likewife  j  I  mail  therefore  en- 
deavour 
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deavour  to  anfwer  affertion  by  argument, 
and  fhall  make  bold  to  fay,  that  with 
refpeft  to  the  origin  or  adoption  of 
the  requifition  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
combining  quality  with  numbers,  its  ori- 
gin was  highly  refpedtable.  From  whom 
did  it  proceed  in  the  Commons  ?  from  Mr. 
Flood ; — from  Mr.  Walfli ;  a  gentleman  of 
approved  legal  as  well  as  parliamentary 
knowledge; — from  the  Recorder  of  the 
City  of  Dublin  -3  to  whom,  I  may  add 
Mr.  Montgomery,  member  for  the  coun- 
ty of  Donegal,  a  man  of  as  fubftantive  an 
underftanding  and  inveftigating  mind  as 
exifts.  I  will  humbly  afk  with  whom 
did  it  originate  in  the  Lords?  Why!  by 
adoption  with  the  whole  Houfe.  Such 
is  the  origin  of  this  national  requifition,  the 
legitimacy  of  which  Hands  thus  impeached. 

The  hon.  gentleman  might  fairly  have 
deduced  from  the  circumftantial  lituation 
of  thofe  with  whom  this  requifition  had 
its  rife,  a  conclufion  ftrongly  in  favor  of 
it.  He  might  have  reafoned  thus.  With 
whom  did  it   originate  ?    In  the  Lords, 

with 
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with  Lord  Bellarnont,  a  man  who  la- 
bored under  popular  mifconception.  In 
the  Commons  with  Mr.  Flood,  who  had 
to  combat  popular  mifreprefentation  ;  with 
Mr.  Walfh,  whofe  abilities  on  the  hour 
point  him  out  as  an  object  of  juft  jealoufy 
to  every  riling  man  at  the  bar,  to  every 
profefiional  man  in  Parliament  -y  with  Mr. 
Recorder,  who  ex  officio  could  not  fteer 
clear  of  opponents  upon  the  fpot ;  with 
Mr.  Montgomery,  who  as  a  reprefentative 
of  one  of  the  moft  independent  and  tena- 
cious counties  in  the  kingdom,  is  for  ever 
in  the  line  of  fire,  not  only  from  the  views 
of  thofe  who  oppofe  him,  but  alfo  from 
the  expectations  of  thofe  who  fupport  him. 
The  honourable  gentleman  might  from 
hence  have  fairly  afferted,  that  if  this  now 
great  national  requifition  had  not  carried 
with  it  the  indefeafible  impreffion  of  truth, 
it  muft  have  fallen  a  victim  to  the  machi- 
nations of  perfonal  attack,  though  it  had 
efcaped  the  anathema  of  the  Ipfe  dixit  of* 
the  day.  Such  is  the  conclufion  the  people- 
cf  Ireland  might  have  expected  from  pro- 

fefTions. 
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feffions  which  have  been  made.  But  I  forget ; 
there  are  men  who  hold  profefiions  in  con- 
tempt. To  abet  every  claim,  and  to  undermine 
every  fecurity  with  confiftency  and  prin- 
ciple, is  the  peculiar  attribute  of  a  chofert 
few.  Once  more  I  mail  be  told,  we  are 
not  to  judge  of  the  man  by  his  meafures, 
but  of  the  meafures  by  the  man.  —  Once 
more  I  do  fubfcribe  to  the  doctrine. 

Having  thus,  my  Lord,  endeavoured  to 
fatisfy  the  powerful  objections  which  have 
been  urged  againft  the  bill,  I  mail  take 
leave  to  fubmit  what  I  conceive  to  be  ne- 
ceiTary  in  order  to  carry  the  great  object  of 
it  into  effect.  I  feel  myfelf  authorifed  in 
fo  doing,  by  the  difficulties  which  have 
been  already  thrown  in  the  way  of  the 
meafure  *  ;  to  which  I  may  add,  the  opi- 
nions of  the  publick  in  general,  fo  far  as  I 
have  been  able  to  collect  them  without 

*  I  have  paiTed  over  an  expedient  which  was  propofed 
to  fatisfy  by  an  explanatory  relolution  of  one  or  both 
Houfes  of  Parliament  thofe  doubts,  which  the  repeal  of 
in  a<5t  of  Parliament  had  not  been  able  to  remove. 

doors, 
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doors,  as  to  the  terms  which  they  con- 
ceive will  be  competent  to  fatisfy  all 
doubts.  The  avowed  object  of  Admi- 
nirlration  is,  to  give  entire  and  perma- 
nent fatisfaction  to  Ireland.  We  are  bound 
to  believe  you  are  as  fin  cere  with  regard  to 
the  permanency,  as  to  the  extent  of  the 
fatisfaclion  you  mean  to  give.  Were  we 
difpofed  to  withhold  the  tribute  due  to 
juftice,  we  mould  in  fo  doing  per  force 
acknowledge  that  which  is  due  to  wifdom ; 
fince  to  give  fatisfa&ion  without  eftablifh- 
ing  permanency,  would  be  a  vain  attempt. 

I  am  fully  aware  how  difficult  the  talk, 
how  nice  the  proceeding,  even  at  this 
happy  juncture  of  mutual  good  underftand- 
ing  and  confidence;  to  conciliate  Britifh 
pride  with  Irifh  feelings ;  to  relinquifh 
every  future  claim  without  criminating  the 
former  exercife  of  the  power :  in  a  word, 
fo  to  qualify  conceffion,  as  to  preferve  the 
dignity  of  one  country  without  narrowing 
the  fecurity  of  the  other.  Your  Lordfhip 
fees  more  clearly  than  I  can  point  out,  the 
juii  medium  confifls  fo  to  model  the  bill, 

that 
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that  in  enacting  what  fhall  be  for  ever  the 
fituation  of  Great  Britain  with  regard  to 
Ireland,  no  pointed  implication  be  con- 
tained in  the  aft,  that  it  has  ever  been 
otherwife. 

The  doubts  which  it  is  intended  to  re- 
mqve  are  now  matter  of  notoriety.  I  need 
not  ftate  them. 

The  remedy  which  I  have  heard  fug- 
gefted  by  many,  as  being  competent  to 
fatisfy  thofe  doubts  refpefting  legiilation,  to 
which  I  confine  myfelf  is,  that  it  be 
enafted  that  Great  Britain  will  not,  from 
and  after  the  pairing  of  the  act,  &c. 
"  exerciielegiflation  over  Ireland."  Should 
any  attempt  be  made  to  narrow  the  tenor  of 
the  bill  to  thofe  terms,  I  am  bound  to 
apprize  your  Lordihip,  it  will  not  reach 
the  end  propofed.  In  order  to  give  them 
every  poffible  advantage,  I  will  endeavour 
to  ftate  the  fubjecl  to  your  Lord  (hip,  in  the 
•manner  in  which  I  conceive  the  advocates 
for  thofe  terms  would  ftate  it  to  me.  — 
They  would  lay  ;  the  complaints  of  Ire- 
land with  regard  to  legiilation  are  twofold; 

G  the 


the  claim,  and  the  exercife.  With  refpedl 
to  the  claim,  it  is  already  given  up  by  the 
repeal  of  the  6th  of  Geo.  the  jft,  which 
alone  in  letter  claimed  it.  With  regard  to 
the  exercife,  the  bill  in  agitation  puts  an 
end  to  it  for  ever.  My  anfwer  is,  I  do 
admit  the  premifes,  but  I  deny  the  con- 
clufion.  With  refpeft  to  the  repeal  of  the 
6th  of  Geo.  the  ift,  fo  long  as  the  faculty 
of  the  exercife  furvived,  the  claim  could 
not  in  any  conftruclion  of  law  be  laid  to  be 
given  up.  With  regard  to  the  terms  fug- 
gefted,  thefe  very  terms  by  which  they 
contend  to  give  up  the  exercife,  keep  alive 
the  claim.  The  fact  is,  neither  can  be 
given  up  feparately.  To  validate  the  de- 
reliction of  either,  Great  Britain  muft  by 
.  one  and  the  fame  act  conjointly  relinquifh, 
or  conjointly  tie  herfelf  up  for  ever  as  to 
both.  It  will  be  objected  by  thofe  who 
wim  to  defeat  the  intention  of  the  bill, 
that  though  the  bill  be  conceived  in  the 
terms  fuggefted  by  them,  Great  Britain, 
in  order  to  a£l  confidently  even  in  breach 
of  faith,  muft  repeal  the  act  ere  fhe  could 

attempt 
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attempt  to  revive  the  exercife.  That  th$ 
fame  unprincipled  fet  of  njen  who  would 
attempt  to  repeal  an  acl  conceived  in  thofe 
terms,  would  not  fern  pie  to  repeal  an  aft 
conceived  in  any  terms,  That  nc  act  can 
pafs,  which  the  fame  power  that  made  it 
cannot  repeal ;  with  ail  the  train  of 
wretched  abftradt  argument  ever  employed 
to  cover  an  iniidious  proceeding,  or  to 
countenance  a  weak  one.— To  fuch  men  I 
fhall  reply ;  that  as  mankind  are  more  weak 
than  wicked;  even  among  the  depraved  and 
delperate,  they  are  more  crafty  than  daring. 

Do  you,  my  Lord,  intrench  Ireland 
agamft  mifconftrudlion,  fhe  mall  take 
chance  for  open  violation  ;  a  maxim  which 
applies  to  every  condition  civil  or  political, 
but  more  efpecially  to  the  relative  iituatica 
and  relative  conftitution  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  from  various  reafons,  which 
I  doubt  not  it  will  ever  be  unneceflary  to 
fet  forth,  but  of  which  the  ftatefman  mav 
not  lofe  fight,  in  the  adt  of  forming  that 
final  explanation  which  is  to  do  them  away 
for  ever, 

C  2  It 
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It  ftill  remains  to  fhew  your  Lordfhip, 
that  the  reafon  affigned,  and  the  argument 
adduced,  in  fupport  of  modelling  the  bill 
as  I  have  ftated  to  have  heard  fuggefted, 
are  equally  inapplicable.  The  reafon  af- 
figned is,  that  fuch  are  the  words  of  the 
bill,  by  which  it  was  intended  to  have 
fecured  legiflative  independence  to  Ame- 
rica •   the  argument,  that  it  is  dangerous 
to  adopt  novel  words  or  forms  in  matters  of 
law.    With  regard  to  the  one,  I  leave  to 
your  Lordfhip's  own  judgment  and  feelings 
to  make  the  comment.    With  refpect  to 
the  other;  my  anfwer  is,  the  proceeding 
is  in  itfelf  original,  the  precedent  quoted 
never  took  place;  and  if  it  had,  difparity 
of  circumftances  would  forbid  it  to  apply, 
but  my  objection  is  not  an  objection  merely 
of  form,  of  national  delicacy  or  conftitu- 
tional  etiquette  :  it  is,  as  I  truft  I  have  al- 
ready {hewn,  an  objection  of  conftitutional 
i  iftffi&cc ;  infomuch  that  were  I  a  native  of 
a   remote  Britirti  province  authentically 
treating  with  Great  Britain  for  legiflative 
independence  to  that  .province,  that  is  to 

fay, 
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fay,  a  man  claiming  Britifh  liberty  upon, 
the  bafis  of  common  law  alone,  I  would  not 
fet  my  name  to  fuch  fecurity.  Can  it  then 
be  fuppofed  that  the  kingdom  of  Ireland, 
whole  legiflature  as  her  conftitution  itfelf 
is  a  faithful  tranfcript  of  that  of  Great 
Britain,  the  origin  of  the  former  coeval 
with,  if  not  antecedent  to  the  ratification 
of  the  latter,  the  one  and  the  other  at  this 
day  holding  under  one  and  the  fime  Great 
Charter  j  can  it,  I  fay,  be  fuppofed  that 
the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  thus  founded  in 
her  claim  by  her  Charter,  wuuld  accept 
the  dereliction  of  the  exercife  upon  terms 
which  would  impliedly  cancel  that  charter, 
by  impliedly  admitting  the  claim  ?  Should 
the  bill  be  conceived  in  fuch  terms,  it 
would  not  be  an  acknowledgment  of  the 
political  teft-ament  of  Henry  II.  and  his 
fucceffors  down  to  the  ever  honoured  Ed- 
ward III.  It  would  be  a  perfonal  obliga- 
tion only  in  favour  of  Ireland,  that  the 
Britifh  Parliament  will  not  henceforward 
attempt  to  fet  afide  the  intention  of  the 
•  teftator  •    not  a  real  participation  in  that 

inheritance.; 
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inheritance  |  to  which  Great  Britain,  riling 
fuperior  to  herfelf,  no  longer  confiders 
herfelf  fole  heirefs  at  law. 

It  has  been  afked,  "  Where  will  the 
demands  of  Ireland  flop,  a  reference  by- 
Writ  of  Error  was  not  included  in  her 
claims  of  renunciation  ? — I  do  admit  it — 
The  honourable  gentleman  "  has  his 
doubts  whether  even  now  it  be  fo  much 
complained  of  there  as  here  I" — I  do 
not  controvert  it.— But  is  this  the  time  for 
Him  to  make  the  obfervation  ?— If  he  be 
founded  in  his  affertion,  and  I  do  not  fay- 
he  is  not ;  He  mould  addrefs  himfelf  to 
Thofe  whom  he  enabled  to  outitrip  the 
fenfe  of  the  nation.- — The  fubjedl  no  longer 
Hands  upon  the  ground  on  which  it  then 
itood*  A  reference  by  Writ  of  Error  was. 
then  at  once  the  law  and  conftitufcion  of 
Ireland.- — It  now  no  longer  is  her  law* 

It  has  been  fud,  This  hufinefs  muft  have 
an  end  fo.me  time  or  other.  Ireland  fays  fa 
eoo — emphatically  feys  it.  For  I  call  upon 
any  man  to  point  out  to  me,  if  he  can,  one 
iingie  article  at  this  day  demanded  by  Ire- 
land* 
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land,  in  addition  to  thofe  contained  in  the 
parliamentary  propoiitions  of  the  17th  of 
April,  diftinctively  called  the  ultimatum  of 
Ireland,  and  in  the  fubfequent  proceedings 
of  her  Parliament, — Deprived  by  the  event 
of  that  conftitutional  medium,  her  entire  ef- 
forts are  confined  and  directed  to  the  com- 
pletion of  that  ultimatum  and  of  thofe  fub- 
fequent proceedings . 

The  Volunteers  of  Ireland  ! — for  I  may 
now  indulge  that  genuine  enthuiiafm  which 
no  man  ever  felt  with  more  national  pride ; 
though  my  talk  forbad  me  'till  this  mo- 
ment to  give  it  vent ;  having  left  to  other 
men  the  more  pleaflng  office  of  calling  forth 
the  high  fpirit  of  my  country  ;  whilft  I  re- 
ferved  to  myfelf  the  ungrateful  duty,  of  re- 
gulating and  directing  their  patriotic  ardor 
to  its  great  ultimate  object.  What  is  at 
this  day  the  language  of  thofe  refpectable 
bodies  of  men  ?  I  fay  refpectable  from 
their  numbers ;  refpectable  from  the  men 
of  whom  they  are  compofed  ->  refpectable 
from  their  perfevering  fpirit  and  difcipline; 

yet 
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yet  infinitely  more  refpectabk  from  their 
principles  and  conduct.  Again  I  afk  what 
is  the  language  of  the  Volunteers  of  Ire- 
land at  this  day?  Confident  in  the  rights 
of  Ireland,  confident  in  her  faculty  of 
maintaining  thofe  rights,  though  more 
than  deaf  to  the  eftabliihed  policy  of 
Europe  j  confident  above  all  in  the  recog- 
nized juflice  of  thofe  rights ;  ratified  by 
his  facred  Majerty  from  the  Throne,  re- 
echoed by  the  Lords  and  Commons  of 
Great  Britain.  In  thefe  lofty  circumflan- 
ces,  placed  upon  the  flattering  but  critical 
pinnacle  of  the  faith  of  nations ;  in  other 
words,  of  the  faith  of  arms.  What  is 
the  language  of  thofe  defcendants  of  Bri- 
tain, of  thofe  fons  of  Ireland,  to  whom 
arms  are  a  iecdiid  nature  ? — It  is  thus  they 
addrefs  Great  Britain: — '  Connected  with 
you  by  blood,  attached  to  you  by  affection, 
rivitted  to  you  by  analogy  of  conftitution 
and  annexation  to  the  Crown — as  you  pof- 
fefTing  every  benefit  of  the  all-glorious  Re- 
volution, with  you  enj dying  every  blefiing 
derived  under  the  ever-memorable  and  il- 
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luftrious  Hanover  Succeffion  ;  we  will  not 
reft  our  mutual  adherence  upon  the  thorny 
tenure  of  the  faith  of  Nations.    We  call 
upon  you  to  cement  us  by  a  nearer  bond  of 
union,  by  ties  more  confonant  to  our  feel- 
ings towards  you;  that  blending  our  hands 
with  your  hands,  our  hearts  with  your 
hearts,  our  fwords  with  your  fwords,  we 
may  for  ever  filence  every  attempt  of  un- 
principled men,  whether  at  this  or  from 
that  fide  of  the  water,  to  difturb  us  by 
faction  at  home  ;  we  may  for  ever  filence 
every  hope  in  every  foreign  power,  to  difu- 
nite  us  by  feduction  from  abroad. — Do  the 
honor  and  interefts  of  the  Britifh  Empire 
call  upon  you  to  continue  the  war  ?  Let  the 
Known  world  unequivocally  know  we  are 
armed  only  in  order  to  fecond  your  arms. 
Do  the  voice  of  humanity  and  proffer- 
ed terms  of  adequate  dignity  difpofe  you  to 
liften  to  peace?    Let  every  belligerent  and 
every  neutral  power  recollect,  the  Energy  of 
Ireland  is  indifTolubly  added  to  the  Autho- 
rity of  the  Britifh  State/  Such  is  the 

Requisition  of  the  Volunteers  of  Ireland 
D  to 
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to  Great  Britain,  and  fuch  the  fituation 
in  which  they  prefer  that  requeft.  It  has 
neverthelefs  been  faid ;  Minifters  rnuft  come 
to  a  refoiution  of  making  a  ftand  fome- 
where.  You,  my  Lord,  fay  fo  too,  but 
in  terms  how  different  from  thofe  in  which 
it  has  been  faid  ?  Not  in  terms  which  by 
predicting  future  difcontent,  fow  the  bane- 
ful feed  of  difbord  in  the  prolific  foil  of 
doubt ;  but  in  terms  which  for  ever  era- 
dicating the  caufe  for  ever  prevent  the 
re-production  of  the  effect  !  Let  no  man 
then  prefume  to  infinuate  that  Ireland,  or 
the  Volunteers  of  Ireland  wifh  the  humi- 
liation of  Great  Britain  ;  or  that  you,  my 
Lord,  and  your  colleagues  would  gratify 
them,  if  they  did  wifh  it.  Jealous  of  her 
own  honor,  Ireland  is  equally  jealous  of 
Britifli  honor,  which  is  now  become  her's, 
and  ample  juftice  is  ever  the  charadleriftic 
of  magnanimity,  not  the  expreffion  of  com- 
pulfion.  The  juftice  of  the  meafure  al- 
ready fan£tined,  every  principle  authorifes, 
nay  calls  upon  you  to  enrol  that  fanction, 
in  terms  moft  proof  againft  human  frailty, 

and 
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and  the  delapidations  of  time.  Were  Great 
Britain  actuated  by  policy,  not  juftice,  that 
principle  would  dictate  with  equal  force ; 
for  if  it  be  a  meafure  of  wifdorn  to  purchafe 
the  fatisfaction  of  Ireland  and  permanent 
union  at  that  price,  would  it  not  be  the 
extreme  of  folly  to  flop  ihort  of  thofe  terms 
which  can  alone  enfure  them  for  ever  ? 

In  fine,  my  Lord,  it  is  contended  the 
claim  is  already  relinquifhed.  It  is  admit- 
ted the  exercife  is  now  to  be  given  up.  On 
you,  my  Lord,  it  reits,  under  the  equal 
hand  of  our  all-guardian  Sovereign,  fo  to 
combine  the  one  with  the  other,  that  fe- 
curity  fhall  arife  from  doubt,  and  harmony 
from  difcord,  an  ever-living  monument  to 
truth,  reafon,  wifdorn,  and  honor. 

27th  January,  1783. 
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EXTRACT 

FROM  THE 

PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE 
HOUSE  of  LORDS  in  IRELAND. 

Wednefday,  April  17,  1782* 

E  Order  of  the  day  being  called  and 
read,  for  taking  his  Majefty's  Meflage  into 
confideration,  for  the  Houfe  to  confider  the 
grievances  of  the  nation,  and  the  amend- 
ment which  accordingly  took  place,  having 
been  propofed, 

As  foon  as  the  Lord  Chancellor,  who 
followed  the  Lords  Farnham,  Mornington, 
&c.  had  fat  down, 

The  Earl  of  Bellamont  rofe  up  and  fpoke 
as  follows  :  He  faid,  however  bright  the 
talents,  however  elevated  the  imagination, 
however  ftrong  the  expreffions  with  which 

E  noble 
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noble  Lords  had  fupported  the  amendment^ 
they  had  not  rofe  equal  to  his  expectations. 
He  did  expect  this  all-inclufive  fubject 
would  have  been  ufhered  in  with  the  elo- 
quence of  filence,  would  have  been  carried 
through  with  the  energy  of  unanimity,  he 
did  at  leaft  expect,  that  if  perchance  any 
noble  Lord  fhould  indulge  his  feelings,  he 
would  have  done  it  in  effufions  of  heartfelt 
fafi$fect?i6ni  not  in  murmurings  of  in- 
vidious crimination.  Lie  faid  he  had 
this  nis;ht  heard  the  late  adminiftration 
of  this  kingdom  traduced,  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  in  its  majority  traduced,  the 
Houfe  of  Lords  almoft  to  a  man  traduced,- 
iv.iy  mere,  the  people  and  kingdom  of  Ire- 
bud  not  only  traduced  but  annihilated,  for 
that  great  work  iri  which  every  man  and 
body  of  men  throughout  the  kingdom  had 
in  their  refpective  departments,  their  re- 
fpectivc  (hare,  he  had  heard  treated  as  the 
aft  of  one  man  alone.-  He  faid  that  the 
miscellaneous  turn  which  the  debate  had 
taken  this  day,  a  day  of  all  others,  which 
ihould  have  precluded  every  tendency  to  it, 

left 
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left  him  at  a  lofs  where  to  begin  his  reply  ] 
he  would  therefore  endeavour  to  follow  no- 
ble Lords  in  the  order  in  which  they  had 
proceeded,  and  trufted  he  would  ftand  par- 
doned if  he  did  advert  to  the  commence- 
ment of  the  prefent  feffion.  To  begin 
then  with  the  Earl  of  Carlifie,  he  did  pre- 
mifej  that  of  the  many  favours  that  had 
been  gracioufly  conferred  upon  Mm  J  he  did 
aiot  ftand  indebted  to  that  noble  Lord  or 
his  adminiftration  For  the  fmalleft  particle 
of  them,  neither  was  he  a  poiiulant  or  ex- 
pectant for  any  whatever,  that  he  held  then/i 
from  his  Royal  Matter,  though  he  Ihould 
ever  feel  the  honour  with  which  the  BriSflj 
Minifter  feconded  and  carried  into  execu- 
tion his  Majefty's  gracious  purpofes  ;  he 
mentioned  this  only  to  ihew,  that  what- 
ever may  be  his  opinion  with  reluct  to 
Lord  Carlifie,  it  is  not  founded  in  obliga- 
tion. 

He  faid,  that  when  he  returned  to  this 
kingdom  in  Au^uft  laft,  that  noble  Lord 
and  he  were  perfect  ftrangers,  political^ 
fpeaking  perfect  ftrangers,  he  faid  that  b 
E  2         .  natu 
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nature  flow  of  faith,  he  was  not  dazzled 
vby  the  eclat  of  attributes  with  which  that 
noble  Lord  had  come  environed,  though  he. 
fince  had  proof  that  he  poffefled  every  ef- 
fential  quality  which  had  been  attributed  to 
him,  he  further  acknowledged  thtft  the  firft 
political  adt  of  his  Lordihip's  adminiftra- 
%ion  did  not  prepoflefs  him  in  favour  of  his 
political  abilities,  he  meant  the  terms  in 
which  the  proffered  fervices  of  the  Volun- 
teers of  Ireland  had  been  accepted  when 
invafion  threatened  -}  he  did  think  that  fuch 
fervices  merited  to  be  acknowledged  in  the 
terms  in  which  they  had  been  offered,  that 
they  qualified  informality  itfelf ;  he  faid, 
mark  me,  well,  my  Lords,  I  do  repeat  it, 
for  I  mean  not  to  retract  from  any  princi- 
ple I  have  ever  advanced  upon  the  fubjecl 
in  this  Houfe  ;  I  do  fay,  that  fuch  gallant 
fervices  tendered  at  fuch  a  crifis,  with  fo 
much  loyalty  and  zeal,  qualified  conftitu- 
tional  informality  itfelf ;  he  faid  he  did 
therefore  confider  the  caution  of  govern- 
ment upon  this  fubjecl:  a  fine-fpun  policy, 
that  is  to  fay,  bad  policy,  and  when  he. 
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fawaRight  Honourable  Gentleman  in  the 
Jliower  Houfe,  after  having  with  the  con- 
currence of  government,  moved  an  AcU 
drefs  of  Thanks  to  the  King,  rife  up  in  his 

place  and  move  a  Vote  of  Thanks  to  the 
Volunteers  of  Ireland,  in  terms  different 
from  thofe  in  which  Government  itfelf  had 
thanked  them,,  he  did  think  thai  |  .  :y  fljll 
more  refined,  that  is  to  fay,  fall  worie. 

Not  forward  to  obtrude  his  advice,  and 
feeling  himfelf  unauthorifed  to  offer  it,  for 
he  had  not  been  more  than  twice  at  the 
Caftle,  the  firft  time  in  duty,  the  fecend 
time  in  obedience,  though  then  above  two 
months  in  the  kingdom,  he  flood  forth  a 
felf-devoted  victim  to  conciliate  that  which 
|ie  did  lament  he  had  not  the  power  to  rec- 
tify, and  in  order  to  maintain  a  confiftency 
in  the  State,  he  did  in  this  Houfe  refufe  his 
Vote  of  Thanks  to  the  Volunteers  of  Ire- 
land, becaufe  they  were  moved  for  in  terms 
different  from  thofe  in  which  Government 
had  thanked  ihem,  though  he  did  at  the 
very  moment  fympathize  with  thofe  valua- 
ble bodies  of  men  in  everv  virtuous  feeling, 

and 
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and  condemn  Government  that  it  had  not 
acknowledged  their  fervices  on  the  terms  in 
which  they  had  been  tendered. 

He  faid  he  had  thus  not  fcrupled  to  op- 
pofe  that  of  which  he  did  not  approve,  for 
it  muft  be  confeifed,  his  vote  upon  that  oc- 
cafion,  fo  far  as  it  refpe&ed  Lord  Carlifle 
and  his  adminiftration,  was  in  fair  con- 
ftruflion  a  vote  of  oppolition,  though  not 
given  in  that  intention. 

He  faid,  he  ftated  this  matter  to  their 
Lordfhips,  becaufe  it  was  the  only  tranfac- 
tion  throughout  Lord  Carlifle's  adminiftra- 
tion, which  he  was  not,  at  the  fhorteft  no- 
tice, ready  to  ftand  forth  and  maintain  ; 
and  added,  if  he  were  as  well  informed  of 
his  Lordfhip's  motives  for  that  meafure,  as 
he  was  with  refpect  to  every  other,  he  doubt- 
ed not  he  would  equally  fee  the  propriety  of 
them.  He  faid  he  dwelt  by  fo  much  the  more 
upon  this  tranfadtion,  becaufe  it  was  well 
known  that  the  molt  unfair  advantage  had 
been  taken  of  it,  to  endeavour,  though 
vainly,  to  injure  Lord  Carlifle  with  thofe 
brave  and  loyal  bodies  of  men,  of  whofe 

merits 
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merits  he  knew  his  Lordfhip  had  the  high- 
eft  fenfe,  and  to  whom,  he  likewife  knew, 
he  had  upon  every  occanon,  done  the 
higheft  juftice. 

He  then  faid,  to  return,  my  Lords,  what 
followed  ?  An  impudent  volley  of  news- 
paper abufe  againft  my  private  character,  in 
order  to  decry  my  public  conduct,  in  which 
the  Freeman's- Journal,  the  avowed  paper 
of  Government,  took  the  lead.  I  fay,  my 
Lords,  an  impudent  volley  of  abufe,  be- 
caufe  every  circumftance  in  it  was  not  only 
falfe,  but  falfe  upon  notoriety.  He  faid 
that  as  he  had  not  hitherto  fought  the  con- 
fidence of  Administration^  he  would  not 
now  have  condefcended  to  accept  it:  He 
would  not  have  accepted  the  proudeft  office 
in  the  State  ;  he  mould  have  thought  hq 
was  compounding  defamation.  He  there-* 
fore  flood  aloof  with  a  watchful  eye,  and  a 
determined  mind  ;  but  a  variety  of  com- 
bined circumftances  foon  convinced  him 
that  his  doubts  were,  with  refpect  to  every 
property  applying  to  Lord  Carlifle  and  his 
Government,  ill-grounded.  He  faid  the  fi- 
liation 
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tuation  in  which  it  had  pleafed  the  King  to 
place  him,  having  necefTarily  induced  an. 
intercourfe  between  his  Lordfhip  and  him- 
felf,  his  refpect  grew  with  his  knowledge 
of  the  man;  he  was  bold  to  think  his 
Lordfhip's  efteem  kept  equal  pace,  for  he 
had  ever  found  his  Lordfhip's  confidence 
increafe  with  communication. 

Such,  my  Lords,  faid  he,  is  the  ftate  of 
our  political  accounts,  a  reciprocity  of  re- 
fpecl  and  regard,  founded  upon  a  reciproci- 
ty of  fair  and  honourable  conduit  upon 
public  points  in  our  refpective  fituations. 

He  faid,  having  thus  far  acquitted  him- 
felf  to  Lord  Carlifle,  he  would  now  pro- 
ceed to  ftate  fome  fails  refpedling  the  Right 
Honourable  Gentleman  who  had  ailed  un- 
der him,  and  in  doing  juftice  to  the  con- 
dud;  of  the  latter,  he  would  more  clearly 
fhew  the  principles  of  the  former.  He 
was  well  aware  how  critical  the  tranfadtion 
was  to  which  he  was  now  alluding  -y  he 
meant  the  part  which  Mr.  Eden  took  or* 
Monday  fe'nnight  in  the  Britifh  Houfe 
Commons  $  but  as  that  Gentleman,  from  a 

principle 
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principle  of  nice  honour  to  trjofe  with 
whom  he  ftood  politically  connected  in  this 
country,  had  not  only  expofed  his  fortune 
to  defeat,  but  his  character  to  mifconcep- 
tion,  he  did  hold  every  man  unworthy  of 
the  name  of  a  man  of  honour,  who,  feel- 
ing he  has  by  his  advice  or  influence  con- 
duced to  that  meafure,  does  not  this  night, 
without  calculating  as  to  the  confequences, 
ftand  forth  and  avow  fuch  (hare  as  he  had 
in  it. 

He  faid  he  had  already  ftated  to  their 
L'ordfhips,  that  pretty  early  in  the  feffion, 
he  had  from  his  fituation  been  called  upon 
for  fupport,  to  ftand  between  Government 
and  partial  attacks  upon  the  fubject  which  is 
now  before  them.  That  he  did  exprefs 
himfelf  to  Mr,  Eden  upon  that  occafion, 
in  the  fame  manner  in  which  he  had  upon 
that  fubjedl  expreffed  himfelf  in  every 
place  to  every  man ;  he  told  him  a  conftitu- 
tional  explanation  muft  take  place,  that  the 
kingdom  ftood  too  ftrong  upon  the  ground 
of  right  j  too  confident  in  her  faculty  of 
maintaining  that  right,  to  fuffer  it  to  re- 
F  mairv 
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main  long  in  fufpenfe ;  the  object  was  too 
great,  for  the  fubject  being  once  touched 
upon,  fhe  had  her  all  at  flake,  the  time  was 
not  yet  come,  the  minds  of  men  were  not 
fully  informed,  they  were  not  yet  matured, 
that  he  would  at  this  day  ftand  between  him 
and  every  peeviih  attempt ;  nay  more,  that 
he  would  find  his  adminiftration  fupported 
by  a  decided  majority;  but  that  the  day 
would  come,  when  he,  with  every  other 
man  of  character  in  this  kingdom,  would 
call  upon  government  for  a  like  return  of 
their  fupport  and  influence  to  regulate  and 
carry  into  effect  the  juft  wifhes  of  the  na- 
tion, that  fuch  were  the  terms  upon  which 
his  Excellency  might  count  upon. 

Lord  Bcllamont  faid,  your  Lordfhips  may 
well  remember  fome  three  months  Daft,  it 
was  upon  the  fubject  of  an  Addrefs  to  the 
King,  I  told  you  every  man  of  candour 
muft  acknowledge  much  is  already  done , 
that  I  was  not*  however,  one  of  thofe  who 
did  not  think  much  yet  remained  to  do  -?  do 
you  fappofe  I  had  not  this  in  view  ?  I  ap- 
peal to  every  npble  Lord  who  hears,  me, 

mv 
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my  noble  friend  the  Earl*,  has  he  not  feen 
me  unremittingly  purfue  this  great  object, 
whether  in  oppofition,  or  whether  with  go- 
vernment ?  I  affc  my  noble  friend,  whether 
I  have  not  ever  in  this  Houfe  reprobated 
the  6th  of  George  the  Firft  ?  and  every 
man  who  attempted  to  maintain  it  out  of 
this  Houfe,  for  I  do  not  recollect  that  any 
man  was  bold  to  attempt  it  within  it ;  have 
I  not  for  years  faid  that  difunion  would  fol- 
low, if  fomething  conclulive  were  not 
done  ? 

He  faid,  upon  this  principle,  a  confide- 
table  time  previous  to  the  recefs  of  this 
Houfe,  I  waited  upon  Mr.  Eden,  and  told 
him,  the  period  for  an  explanation  is  now 
arrived,  the  minds  of  men  have  already  at- 
tained temper,  the  queftion  will  fliortly 
obtain  univerfality  j  you  are  to  expect  a  de- 
claration of  right  from  every  county  in  the 
kingdom,  the  co-exiftence  of  Great  Britain 

*  Charlemont,  who  repeatedly  cried  out,  hear  him, 
hear  him. 
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and  Ireland  depend  upon  the  management 
of  it. 

Should  Government  oppofe,  you  will 
fiiid  Trourfelf  left  in  a  minority,  as  defpica- 
blc  tii  character,  as  mean  in  numbers.  It 
will  not  be  fufficient  for  Government  not 
to  oppofe  ;  it  mufl  not  ftand  neuter  ;  it 
muft  take  the  lead,  and  model  the  queftion. 
Should  you  be  otherwife  inftructed,  it  will 
be  incumbent  upon  the  real  friends  of  Go- 
vernment  to  do  it  at  every  hazard.  I  told 
him  there  are  in  this,  as  in  every  other 
country,  men  of  defperate  fortunes,  of 
defperate  principles  :  fome  few,  I  feared,  of 
defperate  ambition  likewife.  That  every 
hoftile  power  has  their  eyes  open  to  avail 
themfelves  of  the  circumftance :  that  we 
are  to  guard  againfr  every  thing  that  may  at 
a  future  day  lead  to  feparation  :  that  a  de- 
claration in  the  Abitract,  would  only  leave 
the  fubjed:  upon  a  more  pointed  footing  of 
claim  and  difavowal ;  that  fomewhat  more 
would  be  necerlarv,  and  that  the  occafion 
furnifhes  the  means.  That  as  Mr.  Yeivep- 
ton's  Bill,  which  was  then  talked  of,  was 

to 
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to  pave  the  way  for  a  Declaration  of  Right, 
that  Declaration  of  Right  fhould  be  fo 
modelled  as  to  pave  the  way  for  an  expla- 
nation ;  that  is  to  fay,  for  a  repeal  of  the 
6th  of  George  the  Firft ;  it  fhould  there- 
fore be  at  once  a  claim  and  recognition. 

He  faid,  Mrv  Eden  replied,  he  faw  the  full 
force  both  of  my  doubts  and  willies,  and  per- 
fectly agreed  in  both.  He  likewife faw  fome 
difficulty  in  modelling  the  queftion,  fo  as  to 
meet  them,  but  did  not  think  it  impracti- 
cable.   He  particularly  mentioned  the  33d 
of  Henry  the  Eighth,  which  he  mice  ftat- 
ed  in  the  Britifh  Houfe  of  Commons,  and 
afked  me  whether  I  did  not  think  it  fuffici- 
entry  ftrong  to  guard  againft  my  apprehen- 
fions  ?   I  told  him  I  did  believe  it  was,  but 
not  obvioufly  fo  ;  that  it  might  be  proper 
to  recite  the  part  of  that  act,  which  he  had 
in  view.    That  tenacious  as  this  kingdom 
is  of  its  rights,  it  is  of  the  iaft  confequence 
that  they  mould  not  ihiftake  thofe  rights. 
That  mifprifion  upon  this  ground  would 
not  fail  to  produce  every  fatal  confequence 
of  infringement.    I  told  him  I  was  fenfi- 

ble 
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ble  of  the  delicacy  of  the  queftion  ;  that  it 
required  much  confideration  and  arrange-* 
merit ;  that  I  had  therefore  fuggefted  it  to 
him  thus  early,  in  order  to  give  him  full 
time  to  difcufs  it  to  and  fro  with  the  Ca- 
binet, and  afterwards  to  model  it  here  be- 
fore it  mould  be  brought  forward.  He  told 
me  he  would  lay  it  before  the  Cabinet  the 
firft  hour  after  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
mould  be  adjourned,  and  requefted  I  would 
return  to  town  four  days,  at  leaft,  before 
the  meeting  of  Parliament,  adding,  that  he 
would  write  to  me,  if  any  thing  mould  oc- 
cur in  the  interval. 

Such,  my  Lords,  was  our  conference 
upon  this  fubjed: ;  fach  was  the  period  at 
which  it  was  had  :  fuch  was  the  fettled  fyf- 
tem  :  there  was  not  one  fmgle  doubt  as  to 
the  meafure.  The  only  queftion  was,  how 
to  wind  it  up,  fo  as  to  infure  its  permanent 
falutary  objedh 

He  defired  to  be  underftood ;  he  fpoke  it 
not  at,  but  to  the  prefent  Miniftry  :  they 
would  not  doubt  his  veracity,  they  would 
give  fuch  weight  as  they  thought  fit  to  his 
4  judgment. 
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judgment.  He  lamented  that  an  honoura- 
ble Gentleman*,  whom  he  faw  here  early 
in  the  evening,  is  not  now  prefent ;  he  was 
fure  he  would  make  a  faithful  report  of 
what  he  had  here  ftated.  He  faid,  will  my 
noble  friends,  now  accufe  the  meafures  and 
principles  of  Lord  Carlifle's  Adminiftra- 
tion,  cut  off  in  the  midft  of  his  career ; 
will  they  make  him  refponlible  for  the 
non-completion  of  that  which  he  had  fo 
meritorioufly  begun  ?  (or  to  follow  up  their 
own  idea]  will  they  not  give  him  credit  for 
that  great  work,  of  which  the  hand  of  fate 
in  anticipating  the  courfe  of  nature  alone 
prevented  the  performance  ? 

Much  my  Lords,  has  been  faid  upon  the 
fubjecl  of  reform,  and  much  too  in  ano- 
ther Houfe,  on  a  determined  purpofs  of 
ferving  Government,  without  reward.  I 
will  only  fay,  as  to  myfelf,  the  emoluments 
which  I  poffefs,  I  received  from  my  Royal 
Matter  ;  it  is  for  him  to  judge  when  it  may 
fcefit  for  him  to  recall  them ;  as  I  received 

*  The  Honourable  Mr.  F-tzpat  icfc. 
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them  in  duty,  I  will  then  refign  them  with 
gratitude,  unabated  in  my  zeal  for  his  per- 
fon  or  government,  fhould  I  be  included 
in  an  impartial  general  fyftem  of  reduction. 
The  circumftances  of  the  country  requiring 
it,  I  will  applaud  it !  Nay,  more,  fhould 
my  conduct  this  night  be  mifunderftood, 
fhould  I  for  it  become  a  marked  man,  I 
will  neverthelefs  ferve  his  Adminiftration, 
for  as  my  fervices  though  rewarded  with 
the  liberality  of  a  truly  great  Prince,  were 
imbought,  they  will  not  be  lefs  perfeve- 
ring,  fhould  they  become  unpaid.  In  a 
word,  the  King's  Minifters  directing  their 
meafures  to  his  interefts,  fhall  ever  have 
my  beft  fupport,  for  acting  well  by  him 
and  the  public  they  muft  deferve  well  of 
me.  I  have  a  high  refpect  for  many  of  the 
prefent  Minifters.  I  have  borne  teftimony 
in  this  Houfe  to  the  conduct  of  many  of 
them,  with  refpect  to  this  country  when 
they  were  out  of  power ;  I  fpoke  as  freely 
of  others,  whom  I  did  not  then  conceive 
to  be  its  friends,  though  I  knew  their  turn 
of  power  muft  one  day  come  round.  There 

is 


is  one  noble  Lord  of  whom  my  noble  L  u.nd 
the  Earl  has  made  mention,  on  whofe  uib- 
jecl  I  may  not  remain  filent,  I  mean  the 
Earl  of  Shelburne.    It  had  been  ftated 
fome  two  years  fince,  that  noble  Earl  had, 
in  the  Britiili  Houfe,  borne  hard  upon  the 
loyalty  of  this  kingdom ;  I  did  therefore, 
in  this  Houfe,  bear  hard  upon  him*  My 
noble  friend  has  juft  told  us,  he  has  re- 
ceived undoubted  information,  which  will 
fhortly  appear,  that  Lord  Shelburne  has,  in 
a  diftinguifhed  manner,   warmly  efpoufed 
our  interefts,  and  expreffed  the  higheil  con- 
fidence in  our  loyalty,   attachment,  and 
adherence.    If  my  noble  friend's  informa- 
tion be  well  grounded,  my  information, 
which  I  told  you  at  the  time  had  been 
taken  from  the  public  papers,  muft  have 
been  ill  grounded  ;  upon  thefe  terms,  but 
upon  thefe  terms  alone,  I  do  not  hefitate  to 
acknowledge  it,  and  upon  thefe  terms  I  have 
the  higheft  pleafure  in  fo  doing. 


o 
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SECOND  DEBATE, 

Monday,  May  27,  and  Tuefday  28,  1782. 

JbiLIS  Grace  the  Duke  of  Portland  having 
retired,  and  the  Chancellor  having  taken 
the  woolfack,  Lord  Farnham,  after  a 
fpeech  well  adapted  to  the  occafion,  moved 
the  Houfe  to  come  to  the  following  refo- 
lution. 

That  an  humble  Addrefs  be  prefented  to 
his  Majefty  to  affure  him  of  our  mo  ft  un- 
feigned attachment  to  his  Royal  Perfon  and 
Government,  and  of  our  moft  grateful 
fenfe  of  his  paternal  care  manifested  in  his 
immediate  attention  to  the  reprefentations 
of  his  Majefty's  fubjecls  of  this  kingdom. 

To  exprefs  the  lively  fenfe  we  entertain 
of  his  Majefty's  gracious  intentions  towards 
this  kingdom,  the  wifdom  and  found  po- 
licy of  his  Majefty's  councils,  and  the 
juftice  of  the  Britifli  legiflature,  in  having 
concurred  to  remove  the  caufes  of  the  dis- 
contents and  jealouiies  expreffed  in  the  late 
addreffes  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  which 
meafures,  we  affure  his  Majefty,  have  moft 
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effeclually  anfwered  the  purpofes  intended 
thereby,  and  gratified  the  utmoft  wimes  of 
his  Majefty's  faithful  fubjedts  of  this  king- 
dom, "  &c,  &c. 

The  refolution  being  read  at  the  table, 
the  Earl  of  Bellamont  obfervedto  the  Houfe, 
that  in  the  curfory  manner  in  which  he 
had  heard  it,  there  appeared  fomewhat  in 
it  which  effentially  required  amendment. 
He  requefted  the  Lord  Chancellor  would 
permit  him  to  perufe  it,  in  order  to  a  (cer- 
tain whether  or  no  hie  apprehenfions  were 
well  founded,  and  after  a  few  minutes  con- 
federation he   rofe  up  and  faid — There  is 
not  a  man  in  this  Houfe  whofe  breaft  at  this 
hour  glows  with  more  heartfelt  fatisfac- 
tion  than  my  own.    There  is  not  a  man  in 
this  kingdom  who  enjoys  more  heart-felt 
confcioufnefs  than  myfelf,  of  having,  ac- 
cording to  my  fituation,  and  from  my  fltua- 
tion,  fubftantially  conduced  to  effecluatethis 
great  work.    He  faid  his  fettled  attachment 
to  the  heft  of  Kings  was  well  understood. 
He  need  not  there  declare  it.    With  re- 
fpedt  to  his  Majefty's  Minifters,  every  man 
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muft  acknowledge  their  conduct  upon  the 
occafion  fpeaks  for  itfelf.     He  therefore 
did  not  rife  to  throw  a  damp  upon  their 
Lordfhips  zeal,  but  to  befeeeh  them  to 
qualify  the  exprefllon  of  it.    He  faid  you 
are  about  to  treat  for  a  great  people,  with  a 
great  people,  through  the  medium  of  our 
great  and  good  refpective  Sovereign,  through 
the  medium  of  our  joint   Imperial  Mo- 
narch. Let  that  idea  be  the  ftandard  of  every 
word.    Let  that  be  the  criterion  of  every 
fentence.    Do  not  miftake  your  fituation. 
You  are  not  at  this  day  at  the  concluflon  of 
a  treaty  but  at  the  commencement  of  a 
treaty.    The  preliminary  article  alone  as 
yet  is  fettled.      Would  you  know  how 
to  proceed  with  his  Majefty's  Minifters  ? 
Follow  their  example.    Act  by  them  as 
they  have  afted  by  you,  with  manly  fenfe, 
with  manly  principle,  with  manly  pre- 
caution too.    He  faid  he  confidered  the 
6  th  of  Geo,  the    ift  as  already  repealed; 
the  iothof  Hen.  the  7th  as  already  modi- 
fied ;  the  Mutiny  Bill  as  already  limited. 
Would  you  know  the  extent  of  what  you 

have 
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have  obtained  in  the  repeal  of  the  6th  of 
Geo.  the  ift,  the  fole  object  of  my  prefent 
confideration,  you  muft  take  a  view  how  far 
that  ail  did  extend.  What  did  it  contain? 
Two  claufes  only,  the  one  alone  in  the  molt 
ftrained  fenfe  of  the  word,  enacting,  the 
other  declaratory.  The  enacting  claufe 
extended  only  to  the  deprivation  of  your 
Lordfhips  judicial  capacity.  The  repeal  of 
that  claufe  can  therefore  only  extend  to  re- 
ftore  this  Home  to  its  appellant  judicature. 
The  claufe  which  refers  to  the  affumed  le- 
giflative  fupremacy  of  Great  Britain  over 
Ireland,  is  a  mere  declaration  of  unlimited 
claim  in  the  abftract.  The  unqualified  re- 
peal of  that  claufe  cannot  do  away  the  many 
Britiih  ftatutes  affecting  to  bind  Ireland, 
which  were  paffed  as  well  previous  as  fub- 
fequent  to  that  act.  Should  thofe  Britifh 
ftatutes  be  fuffered  to  remain,  the  furviv- 
ence  of  them  does  cf  itfelf  annul  this  repeal 
of  the  6th  of  Geo.  the  ift;  to  which,  ac- 
cording to  the  retblution  now  before  you, 
we  limit  all  our  claims.  He  did  not  mean 
to  depreciate  the  merits  of  the  prefent  Mi- 
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nifters,  fn  the  repeal  of  this  a£t.  He  did 
not  hefitate  to  fay,  they  could  not  meet  the 
fubject  with  more  faimefs  and  fulnefs,  they 
could  not  treat  it  with  lefs  insinuation.  But 
as  they  have  of  neceffity  infinuated,  we 
muft  of  necefiity  explain.  He  faid  Mr. 
Fox  has  with  his  accufhomed  talents,  {hewn 
that  general  maxims  are  not  always  juft;  he 
has  ably  argued  ab  Wufu  ad  iifzun^  but  in  fo 
(Icing  whilft  he  has  given  up  the  exercife, 
nay  more,  whilft  he  has  given  up  the  claim 
too,  fcr  to  be  fair,  he  evidently  means  to 
do  fo,  he  has  neverthelefs  feemed  to  affert 
t  e  principle  in  point  of  original  right. 

He  faid  his  doubts  donotarife  from  Mr, 
Fox,  but  from  Mr.  Fox's  doubts.  If  there 
be  any  weight  in  his  arguments  it  is  to  Mr. 
Fox  he  is  indebted  for  them.  Mr.  Fox 
has  faid  our  grievances  do  not  proceed  from 
the  fuperintending  power  heretofore  claimed 
by  the  Britifh  Legiflature  over  Ireland,  but 
from  the  abufe  which  has  been  made  of 
that  power.  I  therefore  fay,  that  which 
'  has  been  may  be ;  men  may  change,  things 
may  change,  times  and  circumftances  may 

change, 
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change.  In  order  to  prevent  all  poflible 
return  of  the  abufe,  we  muft  eradicate  the 
principle.  He  faid  he  trufted  their  Lord- 
ihips  would  not  charge  him  with  glancing 
at  the  late  Minifters.  The  abufes  to  which 
he  alluded,  apply  to  a  century  before  they 
exifted.  He  could  with  truth  affert  the 
late  Minifters  had  ably  worked  this  fub- 
jedl.  He  might  add,  they  had  been  ably  fe- 
conded  in  it  by  their  friends.  He  did  with 
equal  truth  and  fatisfadtion,  acknowledge 
the  prefent  Minifters  are  wifely  winding,  up 
this  fubjecl,  provided  they  be  not  defeated 
by  the  anticipating  promptitude  of  their 
friends.  He  entreated  thofe  who  are  in  the 
confidence  of  the  prefent  Minifters,  not  to 
do  that  by  them,  which  the  -intemperate 
zeal  of  both  Houfes  of  Parliament  had,  in 
defpitc  of  his  repeated  entreaties,  fome  two 
years  fince,  done  by  their  predeceiTors.  He 
meant  to  fay,  that  they  jfhould  not  expofe 
them  to  the  reproach  that  Ireland  would 
have  rejoiced  at  obtaining  the  one  half  of 
what  they  had  granted  her.  He  laid  it  is  a 
folly  for  us  to  flatter  ourfelves.    The  con-^ 

ceflioa 


tthion  however  unanimoufly  made  by  both 
Houfes  of  Parliament  in  Great  Britain,  is 
more  or  lefs  repugnant  to  Britifli  feelings. 
To  what  then,  do  you  not  expofe  our  So- 
vereign and  his  Minifters,  if  by  concluding 
the  fubjedt  before  it  be  complete,  you  leave 
it  upon  them  to  open  it  anew,  in  order  to 
render  it  luch  r — It  has  been  fairly  told  you, 
that  Ireland  has  been  called  upon  to  ftate 
her  grievances  :  That  fhe  cannot  hereafter 
complain,  mould  any  wifli  be  left  unfatis- 
fied  3 — you  are  therefore  refponfible  to  the 
people  of  Ireland,    that  you  do  not  flop 

fhort  of  entire   redrefs.-  Once  more, 

this  addrefs  is  not  intended  to  be  a 
treaty,  but  the  foundation  of  a  treaty* 
If  you  render  it  a  treaty,  you  filence  your- 
felves,  whilft  your  grievances  are  ftill  in 
force.  You  clofe  the  fubjedt  of  claim  be^ 
fere  your  requifitions  are  complied  with, 
leaving  it  in  the  power  of  the  Britifli  Par- 
liament to  force  the  Britifli  Miniftry  to  take 
you  at  your  word.  He  faid  he  does  entirely 
agree  with  Mr.  Fox,  this  great  fubject  muft 
terminate  in  a  folemn  and  explicit  treaty 
4  too 
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too;  explicit  upon  the  part  of  the  one  and 
the  other  country,  though  he  muft  for  ever 
differ  from  him,  mould  he  perfift  (which 
he  trufts  he  will  not)  in  the  idea  of  treating 
by  Commiffioners. 

Lord  Bellamont  faid,  I  will  not  narrow 
my  ground,  I  will  wind  up  the  treaty  upon 
that  broad  conftitutional  bottomry,  upon 
which  1  claim  the  faculty  of  treating.  He 
faid  he  muft  again  differ  from  Mr.  Fox, 
though  with  regret,  for  he  fees  he  means 
us  fairly,  but  he  muft  differ  from  him  in 
his  distinction  of  internal  and  external  legi- 
flation  ;  our  proposition  claims  to  emanci- 
pate Ireland  from  every  act  of  Britifh  legi- 
flation,  as  well  external  as  internal.  Should 
we  be  contented  with  feeing  ourfelves  inter- 
nally free  but  externally  bound,  our  liberty 
as  to  things  is  local  not  real ;  our  liberty  as 
to  perfons  local  not  perfonal.  He  afked  the 
Houfe,  do  you  mean  that  every  civil  con- 
teft  touching  Irifh  property  upon  the  High 
Seas,  fhall  continue  liable  to  be  decided 
upon  by  the  High  Court  of  Admiralty  ? 
Do  you  mean  that  in  criminal  cafes  com- 
H  mined 
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mitted  in' foreign  countries;  for  inftance-, 
that  of  murder,  Irifh  fubjecls  fhall  conti- 
nue liable  to  be  tried  at  the  Old  Bailey  ?  If 
you  do  not,  Great  Britain  muft  unequivo- 
cally renounce  every  right  to  bind  Ireland 
in  3ier  leg-iflative  capacity,  as  well  exter- 
nally as  internally  :  She  muft  one  by  one, 
repeal  every  Britith  ftatute,  that  militates 
againft  that  principle, '  leaving  it  to  you  to 
enact  fuch  as  the  intereft  of  Ireland  de- 
mands fhould  be  reftored,  or  flie  mure  in 
fuch  terms  as  moft  accord  to  her  dignity, 
fa  qualify  the  repeal  of  the  6th  of  George 
the  Firft,  as  at  once  to  relinquish,  not  only 
the  exercife  and  the  claim,  but  the  right. — 
V/hereas  this  refolution  now  before  you,  as 
it  /bands*  penned,  goes  to  fay  you  have  al- 
ready obtained  your  utmoft  wifhes,  by  the 
unqual:ficd repeal  of  that  act.  He  laid  Lord 
phelhurnes  definition,  as  he  conceives  it, 
does  in  every  point  apply.  His  diftinction 
is  that  of  regal  and  imperial.  If  he  juftly 
conceives  his  Lordihip,  he  lays  that  the 
Kl. jgdem  of  Ireland  (hall  henceforward  be 
£gj  kiered  both  internally  and  externally 

independent 


independent  of  the  Britifh  Legiflature,  but 
politically  included  in,  and  concluded  By 
the  Britifh  State  treating  with  foreign  na- 
tions through  the  medium,  and  under  the 
authority  of  the  executive  power  of  the 
Crown  for  Ireland  conjointly  with  hcrfelf, 
and  upon  the  fame  terms  as  for  herfelf.  If 
fuch  be  his  Lordfhjp's  intention?,  as  he 
does  conceive  it  is,  his  Lordi::ip  and"  he  are 
for  ever  agreed  upon  the  point  •  if  not,  fhey 
are  wide  afundrr.  But  there  is  not  a  doubt 
upon  his  mind  that  they' are  agreed;  what 
then  remained,  was  only  to  qualify  the  re- 
folation  before  their  Lprdihips,  fq  as  to 
reach  that  definition. 

Lord  Bellamont  then  recommended  to 
the  Houfe,  that  the  following  words, 
AND  WHEN  ACCOMPLISHED 
WILL  GRATIFY,  mould  be  inferted  at 
the  latter  end  of  the  fecpnd  paragraph  j  to 
which  the  Houfe  having  unanimoufly 
agreed,  the  fecond  paragraph  of  the  addrefs 
was  accordingly  as  follows  : 

'  To  exprefs  the  lively  fenfe  we  entertain 
f  of  his  Majefty's  gracious  intentigrs  tc- 
H  z  *rd 


[    5*  ] 

wards  this  kingdom,  the  wifdcm  and 
found  policy  of  his  Majefty's  coun- 
cils, and  the  juftice  of  the  Britiih  legif-, 
lature,  in  having  concurred  to  remove 
the  caufes  of  thedifcontenrs  andjealoufies 
expreffed  in  the  iate  addrefTes  prefented 
to  his  Majerty,  which  meafures,  we  af- 
fure  his  Majefly3  have  mcir  effectually 
anfwered  the  purpofes  intended  thereby, 
AND* WHEN  ACCOMPLISHED 
WILL  GRATIFY  the  utmoft  wiihes  of 
his  Majefty's  faithful  fubjedts  of  this 
kingdom/ 

*  The  Fnblick  ref;:re£  to  the  London  Gazette  of 
iturday,  June  ?,  1782,  for  the  Addrefs  at  large. 
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Friday,  July  26,  1782. 

LORD  BELLAMONT  reminded  the 
Houfe,  that  he  had  on  the  18th  inft.  op- 
pofed  the  following  refolution,  which  he 
was  now  going  to  bring  once  more  before 
them,  viz.  "  That  this  Houfe  having  the 
"  fallen:  confidence  in  the  anfwer  delivered 
"  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  to  their  ad- 
"  drefs  to  his  Majefty  of  the  7th  of  April 
"  laft,  cannot  entertain  a  doubt  but  that 
"  the  independence  of  the  legiflature  of 
€*  this  kingdom,  both  as  to  internal  and 
"  external  obj eels,  will  be  inviolably  main- 
"  tained."  Ke  reminded  the  Houfe,  that 
he  had  on  the  22A  inft.  oppofed  the  print- 
ing of  that  refolution,  apprizing  their 
Lordfhips  of  his  intention  to  make  a  motion 
to  refcind  it ;  and  hoped  they  would  accept 
this  apology  for  giving  them  this  fecond 
trouble.  He  then  moved,  that  the  Clerk 
be  ordered  to  read  at  the  table  the  follow- 
ing papers,  viz.  His  Majefty's  molt  gra- 
cious melfage  to  the  Houfe  of  the  16th  of 
April.    The  addrefs  of  that  Houfe  of  the 

17th 
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ijth  of  April  in  anfwer  thereto.  His 

Majefty's  mo  ft  gracious  anfwer  to  that  ad- 
drefs.  His  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant's fpeech  from  the  throne  on  the 
27th  of  May.  The  addrefs  of  that  Houfe 
to  his  Majefty  of  the  28th  of  May,  in  an- 
fwer to  his  Excellency's  fpeech  *  from  the 
throne.  The  refolution  of  thit  Houfe  on 
the  1 8th  of  July  inft.  (which  was  the  fab- 
ject  now  before  them.)  The  addrefs  of 
that  Houfe  to  his  Grace  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant the  24th  inft.  And  his  Grace's  an- 
fwer communicated  to  the  Houfe  the  25th 
inft.  to  which  his  Lordfhip  added  the  re- 
folutions  of  both  Houfes  of  the  Britifh 
Parliament  of  the  17th  of  May,  refpecting 
the  affairs  of  Ireland.  His  Lordfliip  then 
rofe  up  and  faid,  to  call  upon  a  Houfe  te- 
nacious of  its  act  to  relinquish  its  act :  to 
call  upon  a  nation  tenacious  of  its  error  to 
relinquifh  its  error ;  is,  it  muft  be  ac- 
knowledged, an  arduous  undertaking.  He 
therefore  entreated  they  would  cofiflder  hina 
a  felf-devoted  man  combating  a  hoft,  but 
actuated  by  the  affection  he  bore  to  thofe 

whom 
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whom  he  oppofed  for  as  he  fhould,  from 
his  peculiar  fituation,  be  the  worft  of  men 
if  his  object  were  to  keep  the  minds  of 
men  difturbed,  he  fhould  from  his  ntuatiofi 
-in  every  fenfe  of  the  word,  be  the  maddeft 
of  men,  if  his  object  were  not  what  it  was* 
to  prevent  defperate  difappointment  and 
fatal  difturbance  at  a  future  day.  He  again 
jeminded  their  Lordfhips,  that  fudden  as 
the  refolution  had  been  with  refpecl:  to 
himfelf  when  propofed,  it  had  inftantly 
appeared  to  him  big  with  objection,  and 
laid  the  more  he  had  reflected  upon  the 
fubjedl,  the  more  he  had  fearched  it  in 
every  tendency  and  confequence,  the  more 
he  ftGod  convinced,  that  not  onlv  the  well- 
being,  but  the  very  being  of  this  kingdom 
and  her  conftitution  were  at  flake  ;  that  it 
did  not  continue  recorded  upon  their  jour- 
nals (as  it  there  flood)  without  qualifica- 
tion ;  for  it  unhinged  every  principle,  and 
fet  afloat  every  right,  by  attempting  to 
eftablifh  extention  upon  the  fandy  bafis  of 
construction ;  a  fyftem  which,  on  the  part 
of  the  ftronger  power,  would  cry  out  op- 

preffion  $ 


(   8fc  ) 

preffion ;  a  fyftem  which,  on  the  part  of 
the  weaker  power,  teemed  with  madnefs 
and  folly.  He  called  upon  the  noble  and 
learned  Lord  upon  the  woolfack,  upon 
every  noble  Lord  then  prefent,  upon  every 
authority  modern  and  antient,  legal  and 
political,  to  point  out  to  him  if  they  could, 
upon  what  principle  of  legal  or  federative 
right ;  upon  what  ground  of  legal  or  fede- 
rative letter  their  Lordihips  thus  claim, 
that  our  Imperial  Monarch  mall  maintain 
to  Ireland  that,  which  if  it  were  not  hers 
of  original  right,  was  not  in  the  King  to 
give,  (the  conteft  not  being  with  the 
Crown,  but  with  the  Parliament  of  Great 
Britain)  and  which,  although  it  were  hers 
of  undoubted  original  right,  there  does  ne- 
verthelefs  at  this  day  ftand  out  againft  it  an 
imrelinquiflied  claim  on  the  part  of  Great 
Britain,  followed  by  the  exercife  of  the  pow-* 
er.  Hefaid,  do  you  fortify  yourfelves  upon 
the  repeal  of  the  6th  of  George  the  ift,  as  a 
renunciation  in  toto.  My  anfwer  is,  that 
the  founder  of  that  conftruftion  does  ad- 
mit, that  in  order  to  render  it  fach,  you 
rnuft  take  into  the  account  the  circum- 
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fiances  that  accompanied  that  repeal ;  and 
therefore, .  even  fuppofing  the  circumftances 
do  favour  that  ccnftrudtion,  he  mufh  admit 
it  amounts  only  to  a  circumftantial ;  that  is 
to  fay,  to  a  conftrudlive  renunciation  at  the 
mcf!.  But  if  I  prove  to  a  demonftration, 
that  every  one  of  thofe  concomitant  cir- 
cumftances, fo  far  from  favouring,  refutes 
every  property  of  that  conftrudtion,  then 
you  muft  acknowledge  that  we  are  not 
founded  to  call  upon  the  King  to  maintain  to 
Ireland  that  as  a  renunciation  in  toto  ;  which 
it  wTill  be  then  evident  Great  Britain  has 
not  given  to  her  as  fuch.  What  is  the 
language  of  Great  Britain  ?  To  you  in  her 
firft  refolution,  (he  fays,  "  the  6th  of  Geo. 
"  the  firft  ought  to  be  repealed,"  In  point 
of  letter  me  confines  herfelf  to  the  Ample 
repeal.  In  point  of  time  (he  confines  her- 
felf to  the  prefent  moment.  On  the  fiib- 
j-edt  of  claim  and  right,  (he  is  totally  filent. 
H  aving  enj  oyed  the  exercife  for  ages  before 
hat  declaratory  aft  did  exift  5  may  me  not 
revive  it  at  wTill,  founding  her  claim  upon 
the  fame  principle  upon  which  (lie  hud, 
previous  to  the  exiftence  of  that  aft,  enjoy- 
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ed  the  exercife  ?  What  does  fhe  tell  you  In 

her  fecond  refolution  ?  She  tells  you  "  that 
"  it  is  indifpenlible  to  the  interefts  and 

"  happinefs  of  both  kingdoms,  that  the 
"  connexion  between  them  mould  be  efta- 
"  bliihed  by  mutual  confent,  upon  a  folid 
"  and  permanent  bafts and  then  in  or- 
der to  convince  you  of  her  fincerity  ;  fhe  in 
her  third  refolution  of  the  fame  day,  inftant- 
ly  orders  that  "  Leave  be  given  to  bring  in 
"  a  bill  for  repealing  that  act,"  thereby  re- 
moving the  barrier  that  flood  in  the  way. 
Had  fhe  meant  the  repeal  of  the  6th  of 
Geo.   the   ill:,  as  a  renunciation  in  toto ; 
would  fhe  have  been  thus  referved  in  point 
of  letter,  thus  circumfcribed  in  point  of 
time,  thus  filent  upon  the  fubjedt  of  claim 
and  right  ?  Nay  more,  had  me  coniidered 
the  unqualified  repeal  of  that  a£t  in  itfelf 
alone  fufficient  to  the  end  propofed ;  would 
fhe  not  have  fet  out  with  her  fecond  refo- 
lution, viz.  "  That  it  is  indifpenfible  to 
<(  the  interefts  and  happinefs  of  both  king- 
"  doms,  that  the  connexion  between  them 
"  mould  be  eflablifhed  by  mutual  confent 
iC  upon  a  folid  and  permanent  balls  and 
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thus  have  coupled  the  refolution  for  the  re- 
peal of  the  act,  with  the  order  for  repeal- 
ing it,  inftead  of  feparating  the  one  from 
the  other  by  the  intervention  of  the  fecond 
refolution,    thereby  telling  you  that  fhe 
meant  the  repeal  of  the  act  as  a  preliminary 
ftep  only,  to  the  end  propofed  ?  Such  is  the 
language  fhe  holds  to  Ireland,  and  thus  far 
at  leaft  the  circumfcances  do  not  favour  the 
conftruction  which  it  is  attempted  to  put 
upon  them.    But  what  is  the  language  fhe 
holds  to  the  Sovereign  ?   After  having  in 
her  firn:  refolution  declared  that  the  6th  of 
Geo.  the  ift  ought  to  be  repealed:  after 
having  in  her  fecond  refolution  declared, 
.that  it  is  indifpenfible  to  the  interefts  and 
happinefs  of  both  kingdoms,  that  the  con- 
nexion between  them  mould  be  eflablifhed 
:by  mutual  consent,  upon  a  folid  and 
permanent  bafis  ;  after  having  in  her  third 
refolution  actually  fet  about  to  fulfil  her 
firft  refolution,  by  proceeding  to  the  re- 
.peal  of  the  6th  of  Geo.  the  ,ifl,  fhe  does  in 
her  fourth  refolution,  by  an  Addrefs  of 
both  Houfes.to  the  JCing,  pray  his  Ma- 
jefty  "  will  .take  fuch  meafures  as  his  Ma- 
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"  iefty  in  his  ro\al  wifdom  fliall  think  mofi: 
"  conducive  to  the  eflablifhing,  by  mutual 

confent,  the  connexion  between  that 
"  kingdom  and  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,, 
"  upon  a  folid  and  permanent  bads." 

I  aflc  you  what  meafures  ?  Your  addrefs 
of  the  17th  of  April  contains  three  fpecific 
meafures  only  as  preliminary,  although  it 
went  far  beyond  them  in  point  of  fecurity, 
though  not  in  point  of  extent,  viz.  the  re- 
peal of  the  6th  of  Geo.  the  ift,  the  Modi- 
fication of  Poyning's  Law,  and  the  Limita- 
tion of  the  Mutiny  Act.    You  cannot  fup- 
pofe  Great  Britain  had  in  view  the  Law  of 
Poyning's  or  the  MutinyAcl.  They  arelrifh 
acts  upon  matters  of  Irifh  concern  only, 
between  the  King  and  his  Parliament  of 
Ireland.    To  pray  his  Majefly  to  take  mea- 
fures as  to  them,  would  be  to  infult  the 
King  by  afluming  an  interference  at  the 
very  moment  me  means  refpect.    It  would 
be  to  infult  Ireland  by  afluming  a  claim  at 
the  very  moment  me  fpeaks  dereliction. 
You  cannot  fuppofe  (he  had  in  view  the  re- 
peal of  the  6th  of  Geo.  1 A  3  that  was  already 
virtually  done  at  the  inftancc  of  his  Ma- 
jefly s 
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jefty's  refpective  minifters  in  the  refpective 
Houfes  of  Parliament,  as  I  have  already  dat- 
ed.   To  pray  the  King  to  take  fuch  mea- 
fures  as  he  mould  think  fit,  to  do  that, 
which  fhe  had  at  his  Majefty's  recommen- 
dation already  done,  would  be  too  ridicul- 
ous — My  conclufion  therefore  is,  that  as 
the  Britifh  Parliament  in  her  requeft  to  the 
King  could  not  have  in  view  the  modifica- 
tion of  Poyning's  Law,  nor  the  repeal  of 
the  Mutiny  Aft,  which  had  not  then  taken 
place,  as  fhe  could  not  have  in  view  the  re- 
peal of  the  6th  of  Geo.  the  ift,  which  vir- 
tually fpeaking,  had  taken  place,  me  muft 
have  had  in  view  fome  further  meafures 
which  fhe  had  wifdom  to  fee,  and  candor, 
to  acknowledge,  were  not  only  implied,  but 
clearly  expreffed  in  our  addrefs  of  the  17th 
of  April,  although  not  fpecified  as  to  the 
mode,  as  indeed  would  have  been  highly 
indecent,  if  they  had  -y  for  fpecifically  to 
point  out  to  Great  Britain  in  the  firft  in- 
fiance,  the  exact  mode  as  to  every  article, 
would  not  have  been  to  claim  and  to  affert 
on  the  part  of  Ireland,  but  to  dictate. 

He 
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He  alked  their  Lordfhips  what  is  the 
language  .of  the  King  in  his  anfwer  to  your 
addrefs  of  the  17th  of  April,  and  in  his 
Grace  the  Lord  Lieutenant's  fpeech  from 
the  Throne  on  the  27th  of  May  ?  In  his 
mediating  capacity  he  tells  you  that  he  has 
recommended  a  final  adjuftment  to  the  mu- 
tual fatisfaction  of  both  kingdoms.,  that  in 
that  view  he  intends  forthwith  to  commu- 
nicate to  the  Lords  and  Commons  of  Great 
Britain  the  addreffes  of  the  Lords  and 
Commons  of  Ireland ;  he  then  further  tells 
you  he  has  ordered  the  refolutions  of  the 
Britifh  Parliament  in  confequen.ce  thereof 
to  be  laid  before  you.  In  his  executive 
capacity  he  expreffes  his  royal  difpoiition  to 
ratify  fuch  terms  as  may  be  agreed  upon 
between  both  kingdoms,  clearly  drawing  a 
line  between  thofe  fpecific  meafures,  which 
refer  to  the  Crown  and  Parliament  of  Ire- 
land, and  the  unspecified  meafures  which 
refer  to  the  respective  Parliaments  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland.  The  very  terms  on 
which  Pvlr.  Fox  moved  for  the  addrefs  to 
the  Kin?-  in  the  Britith  Houfe  of  Com- 
*npns,  preclude  every  claim  to  any  other 
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engagement  on  the  part  of  the  Crown  if 
any  other  could  be  fuppofed  ;  having  pre- 
rnifed  that  the  further  meafures  he  had  in 
contemplation  were  "  to  fet  on  foot  a  treaty 
by  commiffioners  or  otherwife,"  leaving 
the  adjuftment  of  the  terms  to  the  parties 
treating,  the  ratification  alone  to  the  King ; 
at  the  fame  time  declaring  in  the  neceffity 
of  a  treaty  that  the  fubjedt  was  not  con- 
cluded by  the  repeal  of  the  6th  of  Geo.  ift. 
His  Lordihip  faid,  having  thus  {hewn  them 
fuch  was  the  fenfe  of  the  Britifh  Parlia- 
ment, and  fuch  the  fenfe  of  the  Britifh  go- 
vernment, that  the  fubjecT:  was  not  con- 
cluded, he  would  now  fhew  their  Lord- 
fhips,  from  the  addrefs  of  this  Koufe  of 
the  27th  of  May,  in  anfwer  to  his  Grace 
the  Lord  Lieutenant's  fpeech  from  the 
throne,  that  fuch  was  their  fenfe  likdwife. 
Wherefore  elfe,  he  faid,  did  you  infert 
thofe  words  in  your  addrefs  ?  viz.  And 
'when  accomplifhed  will  gratify  our  utmofc 
wifhes  Were  thofe  figrnificant  words 
inferted  with  no  intent  ?  Was.  it  for  no 
purpofe  that  the  addrefs  of  this  Houfe  to 
the  King  was  fuffered  to  be  recorded  upcn 

your 
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your  journals,  differing  in  fo  effential  a 
point  from  the  original  refolution  which 
had  been  moved  for  the  addrefs  ?  W as  it 
for  no  purpofe  that  the  addrefs  of  this 
Houfe  was  upon  the  report  fuffered  to  pals, 
fo  effentially  differing  from  that  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons?  But  I  forget;  the 
honour  of  the  noble  Lord  who  moved  the 
refolution  for  the  addrefs,  and  the  honour 
of  the  Houfe  were  pledged  to  me  that  thofe 
words  mould  make  part  of  the  Addrefs.  I 
am,  however,  free  to  afk,  did  any  noble 
Lord  requeft  of  me  who  was  in  poffeffion 
of  thofe  words,  as  having  propofed  them ; 
did  any  noble  Lord  requeft  of  the  noble 
Vifcount  who  ifeas  then  in  poffeffion  of 
thofe  words,  as  having  adopted  them, 
that  either  mould  relinquifh  them,  in 
in  order  to  keep  up  a  confonance  between 
the  Addrefs  of  this  Houfe  and  that  of  the 
tloufe  of  Commons  ?  No,  no  !  You  all 
know  no  fuch  requeft  was  made.  You  can- 
not pretend  fo  effential  a  difference  upon  fo 
deciiive  an  occafion  was  (without  any  at- 
tempt to  remove  it)  left  exifting  upon  your 
journals  for  no  purpefe.  You  cannot  pre- 
tend 
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tend  to  fay  that  thofe  words  alluded  to  the 
repeal  of  the  6th  of  Geo.  the  i  ft;  that  would 
be  to  call  in  queftion  the  good  faith  of  the 
Britifh  Parliament,  the  repeal  of  that  act 
having  been  already  proceeded  upon  the 
17th  of  May,  as  I  have  already  repeatedly 
ftated.  You  cannot  fay  thofe  words  allud- 
ed to  the  modification  of  Poyning's  Law, 
or  to  the  repeal  of  the  Mutiny  Act.  That 
would  be  to  call  in  queftion  the  good  faith 
not  only  of  his  Grace  the  Lord  Lieutenant, 
but  of  our  moil  gracious  Sovereign ;  for 
what  was  that.  Addrefs  ?  It  was  an  Addrefs 
in  anfwer  to  his  Excellency's  fpeech  from 
the  throne,  in  which  he  on  the  part  of  his 
Majefty,  particularly  recommends  the  one, 
and  the  other  of  thofe  objects  incompliance 
with  the  Addrefs  of  this  Houfe  tq  the 
King  on  the  17th  of  April.  To  fufpend 
our  fatisfadtion  until  thofe  things  were  ac- 
complished which  we  had  fpecincally  afk- 
ed,  and  which  the  King  had  fpeciflcaily 
granted,  would  have  been  as  infuking  and 
abfurd  on  the  part  of  Ireland  as  I  have  al- 
ready (hewn,  (though  upon  a  different  prin- 
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ciple)  any  allafion  to  thofe  ads  would  have 
been  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain.  The 
object  of  thofe  fignificant  words  was  this, 
That  although  you  juitly  confidered  thofe 
matters  which  you  had  fpecifically  pointed 
out  as  already  performed,  your  utmoft 
willies  would  be  gratified  when  and  not 
until  every  other  matter  contained  in  your 
Addrefs  of  the  17th  of  April  fhould  be  ac- 
complished. I  appeal  to  the  Houfe,  did  I 
not  premife  that  it  was  upon  that  princi- 
ple and  in  that  fenfe,  that  I  fuggefted  thofe 
iignificant  words,  fiying  that  I  confidered 
the  6th  cf  George  ift  already  repealed,  the 
Law  of  Poyning's  already  modified,  the 
Mutiny  Aft  already  limited. 

I  appeal  to  the  Houfe,  was  it  not  upon 
that  principle  and  in  that  fenfe  that  the 
noble  Vifcoun't  who  had  moved  for  the  re- 
folution  for  the  Addrefs,  and  the  Houfe 
itfelf  had  agreed  to  that  idea  and  adopted 
it  in  our  addrefs.  Do  I  want  a  further 
voucher  ?  I  appeal  to  that  further  refolu- 
tion  which  is  the  fubjeft  of  this  day's  debate, 
as  it  was  originally  introduced  before  it 

was 
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was  amended.  It  runs  thus,  viz.  "  That 
"  this  Houfe  having  the  fiilleft  confidence 
"  in  the  anfvver  delivered  by  the  Lord 
"  Lieutenant  to  their  Addrefs  to  his  Ma- 
"  jefty  of  the  17th  of  April  laft,  cannot 
<(  entertain  a  doubt  but  that  the  indepen- 
"  dence  of  the  legifiature  of  this  kingdom, 
"  both  as  to  internal  and  external  objects, 
"  will  be  inviolably  efiablijhed  and  main- 
<x  tained"  Do  not  thofe  emphatical  words 
"  will  be  eftablified"  flafti  conviction  ?  The 
noble  Lord  who  moved  this  refolution  in- 
ferted  thofe  words  in  order  to  accord  to  the 
manifeft  fenfe  of  the  Britifh  Parliament,  to 
the  manifeft  fenfe  of  the  Britifh  and  ItiCk 
government,  and  to  the  manifeft  fenfe  of  the 
Irifh  Houfe  of  Lords.  Is  it  to  be  fuppofed 
that  noble  Lord  in  the  very  act  of  defining 
and  afierting  the  rights  of  Ireland  could  thus 
have  invalidated  her  claims  by  thus  admit- 
ting they  are  not  yet  ejlablijhed}  if  he  had 
not  known  and  had  not  meant  to  fay  that 
fomewhat  more  muft  yet  be  done  to  efta- 
blifh  her  rights  to  effect  ?  So  long  as  you 
do  not  confider  your  claims  fully  eftablifh- 
K  2  ed, 
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e9j  fo  long  as  you  acknowledge  they  re- 
quire explanation,  to  tell  your  Sovereign, 
you  do  not  doubt  of  the  completion  of 
them  was  at  once  a  refpedtful  afferticn  of 
your  claim,  and  a  refpedtfal  expreftion  of 
your juft  confidence;  but  the  moment  thofe 
words  will  be  ejlablijbed"  are  {truck  out, 
how  does  it  ftand  then  ?  It  inftantly  be- 
comes the  expreflion  of  your  juft  diftruft, 
founded  on  a  juft  confcioufnefs  of  your  own 
ignoble  attempt  to  abufe  the  magnanimity 
of  yjsmt  Sovereign  by  furprifing  him  into  an 
engagement  to  maintain  to  you  that,  which 
you  have  not  yet  obtained,  though  Great 
Britain  evidently  means  to  fatisfy  you  in 
every  juft  wifh,  provided  you  feek  it  like 
men,  with  candor,  confiftency  and  prin- 
ciple, but  which  you  can  never  obtain 
through  furprjze,  extenfion,  or  conftruc- 
tion.  ' 

Do  you  demand  a  yet  further  document? 
I  have  it  in  the  anfwer  of  the  Duke  of  Port- 
land to  your  Addrefs  ofyefterday,  of  which 
this  refolution  makes  a  part.  What  are  his 
Grace's  words?  "  I  was  ever  perfuaded  that 

"  vorr 
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*6  your  claims  to  a  participation  of  free- 
**  dom  with  England  were  at  once  found- 
'(  edinjuftice,  and  merited  by  your  cha- 
"  rafter  and  the  fpirit  you  difplayed." 
Thus  far  he  fpeaks  from  himfelf.  But 
what  are  his  words  to  you  ?  "  It  muft 
"  therefore  afford  me  the  moft  folid  plea- 
**  fure  to  learn,  that  you  confider  thofe 
"  claims  as  now  finally  eftablifhed,  and 
"  thofe  great  objects  as  permanently  fe- 
cc  cured/'  Is  this  the  genuine  language 
of  the  Duke  of  Portland  fpeaking  to  inge- 
nuous men  ?  I  have  not  had  much  commu- 
nication with  his  Grace,  but  I  am  bold  to 
fay  it  is  not.  The  voice  of  mankind  bears 
teftimony  to  the  contrary  from  his  earliefl 
youth.  Does  he  tell  you,  that  your  claims 
are  now  finally  eftabliflied,  that  thofe  great 
objects  he  had  previoufly  recited  are  per- 
manently fecured.  No  fuch  thing.  He 
fends  you  back  in  every  line  to  your  own 
coriftrudtion,  juftly  retorting  refponfibility 
upon  yourfelves.  It  is  a  fair  anfwer  (I  had 
well  nigh  faid)  to  a  foul  attempt.  Had 
he  given  you  a  direcT;  anfwer,  he  had  vio- 
lated 
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iated  truth  to  you,  and  fidelity  not  only  to 
his  Royal  Maiter,  but  likewife  to  Great 
Britain,  to  whom  he  is  likewife  refponfible* 
that  he  do  not  pledge  our  Monarch  to 
maintain  that  to  Ireland,  which  (he  has  not 
as  yet  relinquished  to  her.  How  different 
his  language  in  his  fpeech  from  the  throne 
on  the  27th  of  May  !  But  he  was  then 
fpeaking  to  men,  who  had  fpcken  the  lan- 
guage of  men,  and  not  to  men  who  now 
collude  with  thofe  who  have  colluded 
againft  themfelves,  dazzled  by  the  falfe 
luftre  of  an  imauthentick  individual,  who 
paraded  favouritifm  for  unanimity.  In  fine, 
he  faid,  upon  what  principle  do  you  flatter 
yourfelves  thus  to  eftablifti  your  claim? 
Is  it  upon  that  of  furprize  or  upon  that  of 
force?  If  furprize,  I  do  not  think  you 
will  furprize  the  minifter.  His  enemies 
do  not  call  in  queftion  his  abilities ;  they 
rather  endeavour  to  reprefent  them  formi- 
dable. Is  it  upon  force  that  you  prefume  ? 
I  do  not  think  you  will  force  the  Minifter. 
God  knows,  I  fay  it  not  to  pay  my  court. 
My  mind  is  long  fince  made  up  as  to  every 
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event.  My  conduct  mews  it  is.  Bat  to  be 
juft  to  you,  I  fay,  the  man  who  has  the 
fortitude  in  thefe  abandoned  days  to  hold 
the  equal  language  I  heard  the  Minifter, 
within  thefe  laft  three  weeks,  fpeak  out  in 
Parliament,  fets  out  well.  He  challenges 
fupport,  and  by  adhering  will  not  fail  to 
find  it,  from  every  man  of  every  party  ac- 
tuated by  found  principles,  directed  by  a 
found  underftanding.  I  fpeak  not  to  the 
Minifter,  but  to  mankind.  I  know  not 
who  may  be  Minifter,  for  ere  the  Minifter 
can  eftablifh  himfelf,  he  muft  eftablifh 
permanency  upon  the  folid  bafis  of  mutual 
explanation,  which,  however  effential  to 
the  constitutional  fecurity  of  Ireland,  is  not 
lefs  effential  to  the  political  fcability  of 
Great-Britain  and  the  Britiflh.  empire.  But 
this  I  will  fay  to  the  Mini fter  if  he  do 
extend  to  every  adjunct  the  falutary  fyftem 
which  he  has  announced  to  the  feat  of  em- 
pire, he  will  regain  to  the  feat  of  empire 
every  adjunct  that  is  not  tainted  beyond 
redemption,  and  rivet  to  her  the  affec- 
tions of  any  that  yet  may  doubt.  Once 

more 
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more  do  not  count  upon  force,  mankind 
afpires  to  confolidation.  They  have  reaped 
the  harveft  of  years  in  the  experience  of 
months.  The  baneful  doctrine,  f«  that 
"  the  wifhes  of  the  people  are  in  every 
"  thing  to  be  complied  with,"  has  opened 
their  eyes ;  they  have  efcaped  well,  and 
well  they  know  it  5  they  will  not  hence- 
forward make  light  of  Government.  As 
to  myfelf,  whatever  be  the  fate  of  the  mo- 
tion I  am  going  to  make,  I  have  done  my 
duty.  My  original  idea  was  to  move  your 
Lordlhips  to  refcind  the  refolution.  It  has 
fince  obtained  the  prefs.  It  is  fince  made 
part  of  the  addrefs  of  this  Koufe.  Were 
I  to  perfift  in  that  intention,  I  fhould 
(doubt  my  own  good  fenfe,  my  temper  or 
finceri ty.  It  is  the  part  of  an  upright 
itatefman  to  accommodate  himfelf  to  the 
times,  without,  accommodating  his  prin- 
ciples, and  fo  fhall  I.  I  will  not  be  te- 
nacious of  my  qwti  idea,  when  it  no  lon- 
ger applies.  I  would  that  others  had 
fhewn  the  like  example  of  moderation  ! 
The  motion  I  (hall  make  you  is,  for  an 
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addrefs  to  the  King,  in  which,  as  nearly  as 
I  may,  I  meet  you  on  your  own  ground,  if 
I  can  fb  call  the  refolution  as  it  Hands 
before  you.  If  any  man  objedls  to  it,  let 
him  but  anfwer  argument,  and  I  will 
liften  with  refpedt.  If  he  appeals  to  the 
paffions  of  men,  I  cannot  meet  him  there. 
My  appeal  is  to  their  underftanding.  But; 
if  you  give  a  filent  negative,  I  fhall  con- 
clude that  fafcination,  which  in  another 
Houfe  has  kept  the  minds  and  faculties  of 
men  locked  up  I  know  not  how  nor  where- 
fore, has  found  its  way  into  this  Houfe. 
I  have  purpofely  taken  up  the  argument  in 
this  point  of  view,  becaufe  if  is  the  only 
one  in  which  the  flimfy  conftruBion,  upon 
which  you  found  your  refolution,  has  not 
been  torn  to  pieces  over  and  over  again: 
within  doors  \  feen  through  and  fcouted 
by  mankind  without.  One  word  upon  the 
fubjecfl  of  internal  and  external  legiflation. 
I  was  the  firft  man  in  this  Houfe  y  I  was 
one  of  the  firft  men  in  the  kingdom  (for  I 
know  not  in  which  Houfe  the  debate  firft 
began)  who  thus  denned  and  maintained 
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the  extent  of  your  claims,  in  anfwef  to 
Mr.  Fox,  then  in  the  zenith  of  power ;  for 
though  I  find  your  claim  of  external  le- 
giflation  expreffed  in  every  line  of  your 
addrefs  of  the  17th  of  April,  ift  which  it 
does  carry  with  it  in  every  line  its  own 
Qualification ;  I  do  not  find  your  claims 
fpscificaily  fo  defined,  there  or  elfewhere, 
laving  in  debate.  My  fpeech  (as  it  is 
called)  of  the  27th  of  May,  fpeaks  for 
itfelf.  Take  it  as  you- will,  conftrue  each 
part  by  the  whole,  or  the  whole  by  each 
part,  you  will  find  my  principles  confiftent 
with  themfelves,  my  conduct  this  day 
confiftent  with  them*  The  principle  upon 
which  this  refolution  attempts  to  found 
your  claim  overturns  your  conftitution* 
The  terms  upon  which  it  afpires  to  efta-* 
bliui  your  claim  overturn  the  empire. 
With  you*  my  noble  Lords,  it  this  day 
refts  to  confirm  every  right,  to  realize 
every  claim*  Do  you  keep  the  fubjeft 
open  to  explanation,  every  thing  is  all  but 
gairud.    Do  you  thus  clofe  it  wfrffit  no- 
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thing  is  In  fadt  concluded,  every  thing  ti 
more  than  loft. 

His  Lordfhip  then  moved  the  fallowing 
Addrefs. 

Refolved>  w  That  an  humble  Addrefs  be 
prefented  to  his  Majefty*  to  [  exprefs  ouf 
unalterable  duty,  fidelity  and  attachment 
to  his  Majefty' s  Royal  Perfon  and  Govern- 
tnent>  under  whofe  aufpicious  reign  and  pa* 
tronage  our  bleffings  increafe  with  ouf 
years." 

%€  To  affure  his  Majefty,  that  the  pater* 
nal  tendernefs  with  which  he  has  foftered 
our  conftitutional  birth-rights,  the  princely 
magnanimity  with  which  he  has  put  us  in- 
;to  the  full  pofleffion  of  them;  as  they 
ftand  unequalled,  will  continue  a  bright 
example  until  time  fliall  be  no  more." 

"  To  arTure  his  Majefty,  that  whillt  we 
fcoaft  with  pride  that  his  Majefty  was  fup-* 
ported  iri  the  one  by  the  fpirit,  firmnefs, 
and  conduct  of  the  Irifh  Nation,  we  ac- 
knowledge with  brotherly  regard,  that  his 
Majefty  has  been  effe&ually  feconded  in  the 
other  by  the  rectitude  and  juftice  of 

GreaC 
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Great  Britain.    Upon  this  principle,  juftly 

confidering  the  Repeal  of  the  6th  of  George 
the  Firft,  combined  with  the  refpedtive  Re- 
folutions  of  both  Houfes  of  the  Britifh 
Parliament,  and  their  refpeftive  Addreffes 
to  his  Majefty  upon  that  occafion,  a  renun- 
ciation in  toto  of  every  claim  as  well  of  ex- 
ternal as  internal  legiflation  on  the  part  of 
Great  Britain  j  we  have  from  a  delicacy 
from  which  as  it  is  our  duty  fo  it  is  our  in- 
clination never  to  depart ;  forborn  humbly 
to  fuggeft  to  his  Majefty  any  further  pro- 
ceedings (if  any  there  be  further  necef- 
fary  *)  in  order  to  guard  againft  thedelapi- 

*  It  may  not  be  improper  to  obferve  to  thofe  who  are 
not  accuftomed  to  Parliamentary  Proceedings,  thai  as  the' 
object  of  this  Addrefs  was  to  keep  the  fubject  open  to  far- 
ther explanation,  the  laft  paragraph  but  one  is  fo  framed, 
that  it  mull  attain  that  object,  whether  the  Addrefs  mould 
"be  agreed  to  or  rejected.  Should  the  Addrefs  be  agreed 
to,  in  admitting  doubts  as  to  the  furhciency  of  the  Repeaf 
of  the  6th  of  George  the  Firft,  as  a  renunciation/;;/^,  it 
impliedly  called  for  farther  explanation.  Should  the  Ad- 
drefs be  rejected,  by  negativing  the  conduction  upon 
which  the  Resolution  pointed  at  was  founded,  the  Houie 
did  ipfo  fatto  virtually  refcind  that  Rcfoluticn,  and  there* 
by  reltore  the  fubject  to  the  fame  ground  upon  which  the 
alteration  in  the  Addrefs  of  the  27th  of  May,  propofed' 
by  Lord  Bellamont,  and  unanimously  adopted  by  the 
Hcufe,  had  placed  it. 
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dations  of  time,  and  the  inroads  of  con- 
ftruction  in  ages  yet  to  come,  being  founded 
in  the  full  confcioufnefs  that  as  Great  Bri- 
tain has  by  that  renunciation  met  and  gra- 
tified the  utmoft  extent  of  our  wifhes,  fhc 
has  thereby  in  no  degree  exceeded  the  ex- 
tent of  our  fundamental  rights  as  expreffed 
in  the  AddrelTes  of  both  Houfes  of  Parlia- 
ment of  the  17th  of  April. n 

"  To  allure  his  Majefty  of  our  perfect 
fecurity,  that  in  this  as  in  every  other  in- 
fiance,  we  fhall  be  faithfully  reprefented  to 
his  Majefty  by  a  Chief  Governor  who  has 
been  in  every  inftance  a  faithful  Reprefenta- 
tive  of  the  beft  of  Kings,  and  finally  to 
in  treat  his  Majefty  will  of  his  Royal  Good- 
nefs  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  coniider  this 
our  humble  Addrefs  as  an  additional  proof, 
that  the  fame  fpirit  which  induced  us  to 
affert  our  right  to  fhare  the  freedom  of 
Great  Britain,  has  confirmed  us  in  a  deter- 
mination to  fhare  her  fate  alfo,  (landing  and 
falling  with  the  Britiih  Nation,  which  we 
humbly  conceive  we  cannot  more  fully 
evince  than  by  fhewing  that  we  are  equally 

felicitous 


[     ^  ] 

folicitous  to  tranfmit  and  preferve  thofe  our 
birth-rights  to  our  poflerity  upon  a  perma- 
nent bafis,  as  we  have  fliewn  ourfelves  con- 
ftitutionally  jealous  to  aflert  and  careful  to 
eftablifh  them  to  ourfelves  upon  a  broad 
foundation," 


THE  END. 


